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Given to the AGM and Reunion Lunch
by Ted Mayne, June 9th 2016
[In 2016 we celebrated our thirtieth annual
reunion and over 30 supporters attended the
lunch enjoying a special anniversary cake.
There were reports from the GSA Secretary,
Treasurer and Website Administrator as well as
a number of short presentations on projects in
Ghana. The raffle and auction of some beautiful
Kente cloth proved very successful fund raisers.
We were also very pleased to welcome three
delegates from the Ghana High Commission.
See also Penny Sewell’s report on the 30th
Anniversary Appeal on page 4. Ed.]
This time last year, when we met up for our
annual gathering, there were doubts as to
whether the meeting would proceed. This was
because of a train strike which clashed with our
meeting. Fortunately this industrial action was
called off at the very last minute. This year we
were faced with an even bigger problem because
the charity Redr who had made their premises
available for this occasion, suddenly cancelled
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Cake celebrating GSA’s 30th annual reunion

our booking. This meant we had just three weeks
to find an alternative venue. This explains why
we are assembled here today [St. Mary’s, Upper
Street, London].
Once again we have had an eventful year. We
welcomed William Spooner on to our committee,
who has brought our average age down a little,
and we are lucky to have someone with fresh
ideas. I have said before that we always welcome
new committee members: the door is always
open.
Our latest newsletter gives detailed accounts
of most of our projects. The website is forever
being updated [by Penny Sewell] and all of
our activities are displayed there. We receive
numerous enquiries from log-ins to our website
and our activities are reaching more and more
enquirers searching for assistance. Earlier

The 2016 AGM

this year I was fortunate to spend most of
January in South Africa. There I witnessed a
country striving to improve. I became aware
of the nation’s desire for education whether
it be in rural schools, township centres or the
universities. Many reports on South Africa are
negative, but I did see a positive side with the
students there striving to achieve. The quote
from Nelson Mandela that “EDUCATION IS THE
DOOR TO FREEDOM” rings clearly. Ghana is
very similar, especially as half the populations of
the two countries is under 21. South Africans are
doing what they can and Ghana the same.
Every time I settle down to prepare my annual
report, I realise how active we have all been
since our previous gathering. This year, my
address will be slightly shorter because most
of our projects have been given a high profile
in our newsletter. This is thanks to Jennifer
Mary Owuso and Patrick Heinecke, 2016 AGM

MacDougall who has put together another
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STUDENT SPONSORSHIP
APPEAL

splendid publication which nicely illustrates
what we have achieved. The newsletter comes as
we celebrate 30 years of Ghana School Aid. Since

by Letitia Boateng (GSA committee

back in 1986, when the charity was born, we have

member)

come a long way and we have been blessed by an
influx of enthusiastic supporters, many of whom

I would like to thank Clare and Karola Strong

joined our committee.

wholeheartedly for responding to my appeal
for student sponsorship three years ago. They

As a charity, we shall continue to concentrate

supported a girl from Abonse to have secondary

on our projects in the North – a much neglected

education. She is presently in her final year and it

area. We are very active in the Upper Regions

is hoped she comes out with flying colours at the

which we shall never neglect. The North has

end of the academic year.

been an issue which governments have neglected
since the colonial days. In his book, “My Africa”

Abonse Junior High School (JHS) has

[Ghana Universities Press, 1991], Frank Ward, a

consecutively achieved 100% passes for the past

former head of Achimota College, wrote:

three years. But sadly most of the students are
unable to continue to have higher education

Schools were very few. But the government

because their parents cannot afford the cost.

had at length decided that education must

These boys and girls are either idle at home, cut

be brought to the North. It had opened three

trees to make firewood or charcoal, or break

or four government primary schools, with a

stones to make ends meet.

technical school at Tamale; and it had given
grants to the handful of Catholic mission schools

If anyone wants to help one of these students,

near the northern frontier. To push ahead

please contact me on 07741985634 or 0208 571

with these developments, it created the post of

9345. Email – letitiaboateng@gmail.com Thank

Superintendent of Education, to which it had

you.

appointed a most capable man named Candler,
a former Anglican missionary with long
experience of the country.

TRADITIONAL STOOLS
by Letitia Boateng

Sadly this has not changed, but our efforts
continue. One milestone we have recently passed

Traditionally many artefacts in Ghana are

is the money we have raised, which exceeds

symbolic and have meanings according to their

£200,000 over the 30 years. This may not

design or pattern. Kente and other cloths are

seem much these days, but I can report that it

designed to express their name and meaning.

has made a difference and the committee will

Many are named in line with everyday life

continue with the same degree of enthusiasm

observations such as relationships, misfortunes,

which was there in 1986. Thank you all for your

happy occasions, proverbs and many others. The

support.

Akan traditional stools are designed and made to
express certain ideas to the observer. I hope you
will enjoy these unique photos [see next page].
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NEWS

[These photographs are taken from a rare copy
of Ghana Art and Crafts Book by the Ghanaian
artist and scholar Kofi Antubam, published for

Report on the Thirtieth Anniversary
Appeal

an exhibition by the Ghana National Trading
Corporation in 1961.]

by Penny Sewell
For GSA’s thirtieth birthday we shared a great
birthday cake [see page 1] on the occasion of
the Annual General Meeting, celebrated our
having raised and distributed some £200 000
to schools in Ghana, and we launched a special
appeal. The aim of the appeal was threefold: one,
to connect four staff bungalows of the J.Bedu
LA Primary School, Daffor-Awudome, to the
national grid; two, to repair classroom floors in
the same school; and three, to build a 4-cubicle

Nsoso - symbol of correction

KVIP toilet block for the Junior High section
of the Cambridge-Bethel school. The estimates
amounted to £5000, and the agreement was
that I would coordinate the appeal through the
newsletter I send out to family and friends in
memory of my late, and much-missed husband,
Joe Bedu. Any Gift Aid that accrued would be
shared between the appeal and general GSA
funds.

Odofo-Nnyera-afikwar - symbol of welcome

Photo of the dedication to Pam in the new classroom at the Cambridge Bethel School as reported
in last Newsletter (2016, page 14). It is called the
Pamela Lewis classroom after the grant awarded
in her name by GSA

Taabotoa - symbol of good health
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I am delighted to say that, thanks to the

MyDonate is a service provided by BT free of

wonderful generosity of many people, the total

charge to charities. This means we don’t have to

receipts stand at £5410, most (but not all) of

pay any administration, annual or any other fees.

which was received by GSA and yielded Gift Aid

The only charge is a card processing fee which is

of £1135. Thank you, thank you to all those who

1.3% for credit cards or a flat rate of 15p for debit

have supported the appeal – all of your money

cards. This is in comparison with Just Giving

has gone towards those projects.

who charge not only a monthly fee, but also a
5% fee on all donations plus a card processing

I am also delighted to say that work is steaming

fee. We’ve worked out that for a £10 donation

ahead in Ghana. The national grid connection is

we get 63p more with BT MyDonate than with

complete and we have some very happy teachers

Just Giving, and this is before we include Just

at the J.Bedu school. Four classroom floors have

Giving’s monthly fee.

been removed, foundation earth and cement are
being compacted before the surface screeding

Mfantsipim Award for James Gibbs

is done. And finally the big hole needed for the
KVIPs has been dug and the builders engaged.
The KVIP work is being overseen by Joe’s cousin,

The oldest Methodist/Nationalist secondary

Grace, who has experience in this sort of project

school in Ghana, Mfantsipim, celebrated its

and who was willing to spend the time needed to

140th Anniversary in November 2016 with a

source materials and workmanship at acceptable

Speech Day at which a number of awards were

rates. Grace’s brother, Ben, is handling the

made. The award given to GSA member and

finances, and another brother, Robert, is

long time supporter James Gibbs made him an

overseeing the floor repairs. May I here record

‘Honorary Member of the MOBA (Mfantsipim

our warm thanks to Grace and Ben and Robert,

Old Boys’ Association) 1986 Year Group’. Since

and to many others who are devoting time and

James attended Queen’s College, Taunton,

resources to this work. Without them the projects

and has only visited Mfantsipim briefly, some

would simply not happen.

explanation is needed. It turns out that the
explanation is not only of general ‘Ghana/UK
education’ interest but has a specific GSA ‘angle’.

Online Donations - Change of
Fundraising Website

The terms of this award include the following:
The Honorary Membership Award will honour

by William Spooner

an individual who is not a natural member of
At the end of September we moved fundraising

the MOBA86 year group but has in a significant

websites, from Just Giving to BT MyDonate.

way supported or contributed to the efforts and

The new link to donate online is

successes of the MOBA86 year group. Such an

http://mydonate.bt.com/charities/

individual could be a member of another year

ghanaschoolaidtrust or you can go to the

group, a member of the general public, or a

MyDonate website - http://www.btplc.com/

global citizen of international repute who has

mydonate - and search for ‘Ghana School Aid’.

acted in support or favour of MOBA86.
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As indicated above, James was not a ‘natural

school. For example, when his young brother,

member’ of any MOBA Year Group since

Dutton, died in Taunton, he set up the Dutton-

he attended Queen’s College, Taunton. The

Sarbah Scholarship. This was worth £75 p.a.

Honorary Member Award was, it appears, in

and enabled a steady stream of Gold Coasters to

recognition of the role he had played in the plans

attend the school.

of the 1986 Year Group to foster a partnership
between the Methodist schools in Taunton and

In addition to Dutton-Sarbah scholarship boys,

Cape Coast. The partnership found concrete

members of a number of Gold Coast families

expression during the year in the visit of the

were sent to Queen’s. In this connection the

Head Master and the Head Prefect of Mfantsipim

name of ‘Augustus Molade Akiwumi’, who signed

to Taunton. This visit included a service in Park

the school register in 1910, stands out because he

Lane Methodist Church, Wembley, London,

has been followed by, according to Roly Renner’s

conducted by The Rev’d David Foh, and a side

calculation, four generations of his descendants

trip to Bristol where James gave the travellers

and relatives.

a guided tour of John Wesley’s New Room: an
important site for ‘Methodist education’ - and of

Incidentally, during 1957, A M Akiwumi,

the Wesleys’ international educational mission.

appeared (in a filmed insert) in a This is Your

(Two men from Calabar were taught by Charles

Life programme transmitted from Queen’s about

Wesley and baptised by him in January 1774, but

one of his school-teachers, ‘Dapper’ Channon. An

those are other, albeit related, stories.)

on-line write up includes the following snippet:

James played a key role in the partnership

There was a filmed message of greeting to

project by, first, drawing the attention of

“Dapper” from the Speaker of the Ghana

William Oteng-Mensah (a ‘natural member’ of

Parliament, Mr. A M Akiwumi, who is an old

the MOBA 1986 year group) to the historical

Queenian, and in the hall to hear his father’s

links between the two schools. These included

message and see the film was the Speaker’s son,

the fact that a pioneering Nationalist and key

who is a pupil there now.

figure in the history of Mfantsipim, John Mensah
Sarbah, went from Mfantsipim (founded 1876)
to Queen’s. In fact, Sarbah had a distinguished
career at the school which he attended from
1881 to 1884, which he represented at rugby and
where he was an outstanding athlete (a polevaulter and hurdler). In January 1884, Mensah
Sarbah matriculated and left Taunton for legal
studies in London.
His subsequent career as a lawyer, statesman,
nationalist and philanthropist has been
extensively written up. What is less well known

James Gibbs, John Simpson (H/M Mfantsipim),
William Oteng Mensah (MOBA86), Bristol 2016.

is the way he promoted Queen’s after he left the
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Other contacts between the schools - life
changing or momentary - involved the migration
of French teacher Brian Brehaut who came from
Guernsey to Queen’s and then moved on to Cape
Coast. Brian’s pupils in Cape Coast (1956-61),
to drop more names, included Kofi Annan, and
I think the teacher deserves some credit at this
point! You don’t get to be Secretary General
of the UN unless your French is good! Brian’s
wife Margaret made a distinctive contribution

Brian and Margaret Brehaut

running the dispensary and the branch of the
Red Cross at Mfantsipim, and later in England
as a councillor in Shenfield and then Mayor of

MORE NEWS

Brentwood in 2004. She has been, and this is

by Jennifer MacDougall

the specific GSA ‘angle’ I mentioned, a long time
member of GSA and regularly attended AGMs.

Lalage Bown on BBC R4

The information above shows some of the

One of our most distinguished members,

historical links that can be built on in the Cape

Professor Lalage Bown, appeared on BBC Radio

Coast / Taunton partnership, that may also

4’s Woman’s Hour on 20/1/17 as part of ‘The

(since Queen’s is now co-ed) include Wesley

Chain’, a series of interviews featuring leading

Girl’s High School. Below are other sorts of

women who nominate the woman who has

links. They are to websites that will take readers

inspired them most. Lalage was nominated by

to documents related to this brief account. The

Elizabeth Hodgkin and spoke to Jenni Murray

sites carry Gladys Frimpomaa’s coverage of

about her arrival in the Gold Coast aged 22,

Mfantsipim Speech Day 2016, the report on This

the power of education, and how literacy

is Your Life -‘Dapper’ Channon’, and an article

changes lives in Africa. This series of interviews,

about the two schools by James Gibbs.

including Mary Beard, and Miriam Margolyes is
available to listen to on http://www.bbc.co.uk/

http://www.ghanaiantimes.com.gh/mfantsipim-

radio4/womanshour

school-celebrates-140th-anniversary/
http://www.bigredbook.info/dapper_channon.
html
http://search.archives.un.org/uploads/r/unitednations-archives/2/f/3/2f3acdd03a754f9a68dcd
1fd710f6e3b9f6c087727e7ae49910641ade7088b
b1/S-1096-0336-03-00010.pdf

Lalage Bown
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UKOWLA (UK One World Linking
Association)

from the 1860s to the 1970s. The first five

GSA was a member of this association and

George Basden based in West Africa, as well

‘priority’ collections include images and films
made by missionary and social anthropologist
as others from India and Hong Kong. Another

members attended several conferences over the

important group of images and papers is that of

years, but following this communication from the

anthropologist Dr Malcolm Ruel who carried out

Chair of Trustees in September 2016, UKOWLA

research in Kenya and the Cameroons during the

has ceased operating:

1950s.

Sadly, after much discussion of strengths,

The BECM archive of 950 films has also been

weaknesses and of considering solutions,

checked and digitised, including one showing

the board of trustees has made a unanimous

the restoration of the Ashanti Confederacy in

decision to call a meeting of members to

1935 by Sir Francis Jackson who was then Chief

consider the proposal that it is advisable to

Commissioner in the Gold Coast. This records

dissolve the association (UKOWLA). The Board

the coronation of the Ashantihene. Allen Leeds

of Trustees has therefore decided to call a

was an agricultural officer working mainly in

meeting (AGM/EGM) of all members of the

the cocoa industry during the 1950s. His film

association (UKOWLA) to consider the proposal
below:

collection deals with family, social and work

Following a two-year period of dormancy,

interesting archives are those of Elspeth Huxley,

life in the Gold Coast. Amongst many other
the writer and broadcaster, who is famous for

the Board has concluded that without further

her work in East Africa. The film catalogues are

capacity in the form of new Trustees it is

being revised and published online.

advisable to dissolve.

The Bristol Museums, Galleries and Archives

British Empire and Commonwealth
Museum Archives

website reports:

As reported in previous Newsletters, following

by BECM, covering a vast range of anecdotes

the closure of the BECM, the collections were

and opinions from many people who lived

transferred to Bristol Museums, Galleries and

and worked in the former Empire and

Archives in 2012. Their mammoth task to

Commonwealth, from nurses to geologists. The

sort and catalogue this material is now well

transfer also included the library established

underway. Volunteers have been recruited to

by material given to the British Empire and

help and some catalogues are now available

Commonwealth Museum reflecting the work of

online. Specifically, an audit of over 900

people in the Empire and early Commonwealth,

photographic collections has been completed

working for the colonial service or for private

and cataloguing begun. A shortlist of the 80 most

companies. Included in this group is material

important collections was identified relating

BECM purchased to support exhibitions.

There is also an oral history archive, developed

to almost all the Commonwealth countries
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UPDATE ON PROJECTS

The collection also includes the Commonwealth
Institute collection, containing material

by Jo Hallett

from the Imperial Institute and the later
Commonwealth Institute. These both reflect

Shafieya Primary School, Tamale

the culture and economic resources of the
countries represented. The objects range from a

In August 2016, I received an email from

bicycle rickshaw to wood samples, and include

Mubarick Seidu, a teacher at Shafieya Primary

paintings by Commonwealth artists.....

School near Tamale. He wrote:
“I am a teacher in one of the deprived schools

The transfer to Bristol Museums, Galleries and

in Tamale. Most of the classrooms are not

Archives was a great opportunity to integrate

cemented. Also the furniture in the school is

the best of this material into our collections

woefully inadequate. In fact, Shafieya primary

and displays, to use it for community-led

school faces a number of challenges. We

projects and to build a research resource. The

therefore hope that Ghana School Aid will come

collection is still being documented - writing

to our aid. It will be heart-warming if some

descriptions, recording associated information,

of your staff could find time out of their busy

photographing everything and conserving

schedule to visit the school. We anticipate a

objects where needed.

positive response to this humble request.”

In June 2015 Bristol Archives launched

In a follow-up email:

the ‘Exploring Empire’ project, funded by

“I thank you sincerely for replying my email.

the National Archives Cataloguing Grants

The school is a state owned and as such it is

Programme, in recognition of the importance

under the Ghana Education Service. Currently,

of the BECM photographic collections for

we have 14 teachers including the Head

understanding life in the colonial era. The aim

teacher. We have 400 pupils in the school

of the project is that by August 2017 the most

from kindergarten 1 to primary 6. We have

significant of these collections will have been

numerous challenges in the school but what we

catalogued and made available for research.

need currently is the completion of primary 5

At the same time, the film collections are being

and 6 classrooms. The classrooms have been

reassessed, and revised catalogues will be

built and roofed but windows, doors, cementing

published as they become available. Digitised

in and outside walls of the classrooms as

copies of some of these films are accessible for

well as flooring have not been done. Another

viewing in the Bristol Archives searchroom.

challenge we are facing is inadequate furniture.
Sometimes, pupils in primary 1 and 2 have to

More information can be found at:

lie on the bare floor to do their exercises. We

http://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk

do hope you will come to our aid. All the best,
Mubarick Seidu.”
In a later email he sent details of the costings for
cement, sand, gravel, wood and workmanship,
totalling 6440 GHC, for the P5 and P6
9

classrooms. He added: “Labour will be provided

on in every classroom when he arrived. He met

by the community. There is a well and reservoir

all the teachers, and reported on a very positive

in the school. So water will not be problem.

atmosphere in the school. He confirmed the poor

Let me add that if visiting the school is part of

state of some classrooms. The said classrooms

your programs, please let us know. We are ever

were newly built and roofed but not plastered

ready and willing to welcome any officer from

and floored. They also had no doors and windows

your organization. Thank you”.

even though teaching and learning is carried
out in the classrooms. With this condition the

We considered the request at our September

children are sometimes affected by sunshine,

[2016] meeting and agreed a grant to Shafieya

wind/storm and the rain. This sometimes

Primary School of £1240.

reduces effective work in those classrooms
according to Mubarick and Madam Fatia.

We were delighted that Salifu Baako, GSA
representative in Tamale, was able to visit the

The GSA grant was transferred to the school

school, to offer them support and to reassure us

via Baako, and in November we received

that the application was indeed a valid one. He

photographs of the completed work. A vast

commented that teaching and learning was going

improvement!

Shafieya Primary - before (images above) and after (images below) the renovation, showing new floors,
furniture, doors and windows
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Plato Academy (previously Firm
Foundations Academy), Bolgatanga

Sorugu D/A JHS, Tamale
As reported in the 2016 Newsletter, GSA awarded
this school £470 and subsequently received a

The school was started in September 2010

letter from the Headteacher, Mohammed Seini:

as a response to the crisis in education in the
Bolgatanga district. And in that period, it has

“The head, staff and pupils of Sorugu D/A JHS

made progress in the teeth of considerable

wish to express their profound gratitude to

difficulties. Following a presentation by Dr Anafu

GSA for the assistance extended to us when our

at our AGM in 2014, a grant of £1400 was sent

school was in a serious deplorable condition and

to this school for work on their building. Dorothy

needed urgent and serious renovation. […] With

Aboah wrote:

this said amount, the necessary materials were
purchased for the project. The PTA, teachers,

...To their credit, the parents refuse to be

and all, contributed in diverse ways to bring the

diverted by these difficulties and are resolved

project into reality. Mr. Baako (the Coordinator)

to do all they can within their limited means

paid regular visits to the school to see to the

to keep their school going. This is heartening,

progress of the work and the use of materials.

coming as it does from a parent body of mainly

[…] Also, the PTA and community assisted with

subsistence farmers, but it is not enough in the

labour and food for the workers. Yes, of course,

context of what the school now needs to move

if anybody would complain of not having an

forward.

office, it is certainly not Sorugu D/A JHS, since

1. The school will be entering its fifth

that problem has been completely solved. We
now have a beautiful school block and an office

academic year in September. For this, a

to keep our things safely.”

new classroom block will need to be built.
The estimated cost of this classroom block
is between £1,200 and £1,400, inclusive of
labour, building materials and fittings.

2. Computers …
3. Reading material suitable for children

between the ages of 5 and 11, is extremely
difficult to come by.
These are the urgent areas of need for which
Firm Foundation would be most grateful for
assistance from Ghana School Aid.
And we will of course keep you informed of the
school’s progress.
Finally, a word about myself: I am a retired
Senior Social Worker who has been active in

Sorugu JHS - before (above) and after (below) the
renovation. See also photo on page 19.
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Atiorum Primary and Kumbusingo
Schools, UER

community development in the Bolgatanga
district since 1969 and with others was a
founding member of Firm Foundation Academy.
I look forward to hearing from you.

These two schools are part of the Let’s Read
project in Upper East region. Let’s Read is now

I [Jo Hallett] visited this privately-run primary

working with over 30 schools in the Paga West

school in June 2016 and received a very warm

District, in partnership with AfriKids. The aim

welcome. It is situated in the middle of many

of Let’s Read is to improve the teaching and

other buildings on the edge of Bolgatanga. Seven

learning of basic literacy skills, so that levels of

or eight classes are based in ground floor rooms,

attainment can be brought up from their present

in reasonable repair. The classes were very well

very low levels. Only 13% of pupils reach the

ordered and clearly good teaching was going on.

expected levels in reading and writing after 6

I was impressed at the level of pupils’ reading

years of schooling.

ability.

We have introduced a structured phonics

It is clear that they have done a lot of work on

scheme, with a wide range of resources, regular

the building, and that the GSA grant was much

workshops for teachers, and on-going support

appreciated, but there is still much more to be

from local educational advisors. There has been

done. A second floor is being built, but progress

a significant improvement in many of the schools

is slow.

that have been involved for the past three years.
Schools in the latest group to join the project
seem to be much more remote and working in
more challenging conditions. A couple of the
schools are called “island schools” because they
cannot be accessed by teachers and pupils during
the rainy season.
Most of the classes at Atiorum Primary
School are taught “under the tree”- i.e. there
is only room in the school building for around

Pupils at Plato Academy

half of the classes. The teachers do their best,
but the situation is very difficult. I observed the
Headteacher with a class of about 30 P1 children
squashed on to a mat by a tree. The children
were fidgety because there was not enough room,
and the only teaching aid was a rough piece of
board propped up against the tree. When the
wind blew, the children hid their faces from the
sand, and the board fell on to the ground!

Plato Academy classroom
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GSA provided a grant for them to buy metal-

districts. Zawiatu Irfan Primary is located in the

framed benches for the children to sit on and

Sagnarigu District and Jonshegu Junior High

proper blackboards, for three classes.

School is in the Tamale Metro, far away from
Tamale township. I visited Zawiatu Primary

Kumbusingo Primary School is another

and Jonshegu JHS in September 2016.

school facing great challenges. A GSA grant has
paid for 20 desks for their P1 class. Children and

These schools are lacking furniture in their

teachers work valiantly in whatever conditions

classrooms which does not promote effective

they find, but it is tough to be sitting on the floor

teaching and learning especially on the part

to learn all the time.

of the learners when it comes to writing. The

Atiorum Primary - Children learning under the tree

Zawiatu Irfan Primary - showing lack of furniture

Kumbusingo - writing on the floor is not easy

Jonshegu JHS - learning is badly affected

population of Zawiatu Primary is 158 and

Zawiatu Irfan Primary and
Jonshegu JHS, Tamale

there is too much congestion in their sitting
arrangement as you can see in the photo in the
classroom. As for Jonshegu they have about 20

Salifu Baako, our representative in Tamale wrote

dual desks for the 90 students which is woefully

on behalf of two local schools:

inadequate for the whole school.

These schools are located in two different

I suggested in my earlier e-mail to you that
13

PROGRESS ON OTHER
PROJECTS

if this time we can make the metal dual desks
for their durability and longer life it will be
good. So I suggested that since the metal ones

by Jennifer MacDougall

are more costly (GHC90.00 each) compared
to (GHC60.00 each) if we cannot provide

Sandema Community Project

according to their number and we can provide
at least 50 dual desks of the metal ones in all

Patrick Heinecke (GSA committee member)

and supply Zawiatu Primary with 30 pieces

visits Sandema (Upper East Region) for several

and support Jonshegu JHS with 20 pieces to

weeks every year. He reports that his personal

supplement with what they have it will go a long

fund-raising is winding down but they still

way to bring relief in their furniture situation.

have funds from around 25 standing orders. As
reported in the last Newsletter, a grant of £750

Therefore if we will go in for the metal ones the

from GSA was awarded last year for renovating

total cost for the 50 pieces will be GHC 4,500.00.

the staff house, and to replace some of the radio
station equipment that was recently stolen. This

At the meeting in September 2016, the Ghana

work has been completed and a little money was

School Aid Committee agreed a grant of £870 for

left over for contingencies.

desks at these two schools. A subsequent grant of
£600 has been agreed to provide teachers’ tables,
chairs and cupboards for Zawiatu Irfan School.
Baako reported back in December that the
50 desks had been completed and delivered
to both schools complete with stencilled
acknowledgement! Many thanks to Baako for
his diligence and hard work in getting this
completed on our behalf in double quick time!

Girls from Sandema pass-out with certificates in
dress making and weaving

A recent gift of 22 solar panels is being
transported from Germany and will provide
the radio station with reliable power at last.
Radio Builsa broadcasts invaluable community
education and promotes the rights of the young,
women and disabled to the whole area. However,
this will incur significant customs, transport and
installation costs. GSA has agreed to provide up
to £2000 when the actual amount is known.

New metal desks being made
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Wechiau Community Library
As Jo Hallett reported in the last Newsletter,
this project near Wa in the Upper West Region
is an innovative fixed and mobile library service
started by Frank Dugasseh in 2007 with 5 story
books and a bicycle! GSA has supported this
initiative since 2012. Frank has written to say
WCL is planning to establish a new children’s
library and recreation centre in Poyentanga, Wa
district (38 miles away from the original library).
The plans include:
A library in the recreational centre which
will provide both traditional and e-library
resources for children and teachers; a playing
ground with recreational facilities and toys for
children to play after studying; ecological park
to provide shade for outdoor activities. The
centre will offer children in these three districts
the opportunity to study, research and also to
play. Constructive play is vital to most aspects
of children’s intellectual, emotional, social
and physical development. Consequently play

Sandema Radio Builsa

prepares children for academic learning and
thus the need for a centre which will be the first

Gadara Academy, Sekondi

in this part of Ghana.

A request for help from this school was received

Children will be taught their civic

following a warning letter from the local

responsibilities, educated on their sexuality

authority to improve its facilities in 2015. A full

to reduce teenage pregnancy and career and

application for funding was submitted and one of

academic counselling. The centre will be a venue

our representatives in Ghana, Kofi Ohene, visited

for educational activities, such as spelling bee,

the school. He recommended a grant towards

drama, quiz, holiday classes, readathon, family

the cost of computers as the school already has

reading in the park. Refresher training for

a secure classroom and electrical connections.

teachers will also be done there.

This is essential for the teaching of Information
Communication Technology, one of the subjects

The GSA committee had a number of questions

for the Basic Education Certificate taught from

and these having been answered satisfactorily by

Primary level to JHS3. £1760 was agreed for this

Frank Dugasseh, a grant of £1,800 was agreed at

purpose at the meeting in February 2017.

the February 2017 meeting.
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TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 01/04/2015 - 31/03/2016
by Nigel Dennis, Treasurer
INCOME												£
Income as listed in 2016 Newsletter on page 17							
13,750.81
Additional Donations										 490.00
Additional Donations via Just Giving								
42.93
Annual Lunch Bookings and Donations 2016							
700.00
TOTAL INCOME										14,983.74
EXPENDITURE												 £
Expenditure as listed in 2016 Newsletter on page 17						
6,637.00
Krakrom Primary School, Ashanti Region; Roofing		
				
750.00
Sandema Centre; Renovations					
				
750.00
Cambridge Bethel School; work on Pamela Lewis Classroom
			
250.00
Additional Just Giving Fees									
54.00
Additional Ghana Bank Transfer Fees				
			
25.00
Newsletter											 560.79
TOTAL EXPENDITURE						
				
9,026.79
FUNDS at 31st March 2016					
		
£			
£
NatWest Current Account Balance 1st April 2015				
3,660.82
Add Inc Less Exp
£14,983.74 - £9,026.79 = 			
5,956.95
9,617.77
COIF Deposit Account Balance 1st April 2015							 5,312.17
TOTAL												14,929.94
Nat West Current Account Balance 31st March 2016						
4,804.94
COIF Deposit Account Balance 31st March 2016							
10,125.00
TOTAL												14,929.94
		
GRAND TOTALS 1986–31st March 2016			
INCOME (£)
EXPENDITURE (£)
1986 – 31st March 2015						
216,191.65
207,218.66
1st April 2015 – 31st March 2016			
14,983.74
		
9,026.79
TOTAL								 231,175.39		
216,245.45
Income less Expenditure					

£231,175.39 - £216,245.45 = £14,929.94

TREASURER’S REPORT 01/04/016 – 15/02/2017
INCOME												 £
Regular Donations										 4,800.25
Joe Bedu Fund for Cambridge Bethel & Joe Bedu Schools				
5,090.00
Neil Bax legacy first installment									
5,167.84
Just Giving and MyDonate									
489.97
HMRC Gift Aid											 1,135.00
COIF Deposit Fund Interest									
43.04
Annual Lunch Bookings and Donations 2016 including raffle and auction				
1,436.00
TOTAL INCOME										18,162.21
EXPENDITURE												 £
Hia Library supported by Ghana Nurses Association 						
1,500.00
New Bethlehem Academy 									 1,000.00
Cambridge Bethel & Joe Bedu Schools		
						
5,000.00
Let’s Read, Kumbusingo School and Atiorum School
					
1,500.00
Shafieya Primary School, Tamale								
1,240.00
Shagu High School 										 350.00
Zawiatu Primary English Arabic School, Gumani, Tamale 					
520.00
Just Giving Fees										 108.00
Expenses of Ghanaian Representative								
30.00
Ghana Bank Transfer Fees									
50.00
Annual Lunch 2016										 681.67
TOTAL EXPENDITURE									11,979.67
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OBITUARIES
Eric Oscar Cunningham 1927 - 2016
by Eric Earle
Eric was one of a group of six new education
officers appointed to the Gold Coast by the
Colonial Office in August 1952. They were the
last to be given pensionable appointments as
the GC had recently been awarded internal

After returning to England in 1962, Eric taught

self-government under the leadership of Kwame

in schools and colleges in Torquay, Cardiff and

Nkrumah whose motto was “SG NOW” (and

Portsmouth, with a period in a British Forces

the country became independent as Ghana on

school in Germany. His final appointment was

6 March 1957, the first of the African colonies

Principal Lecturer in Portsmouth Polytechnic

to do so). It was a period of rapid expansion in

(now University) training teachers for the post-

education and a very exciting time to be there.

16 sector.

Eric held a number of senior posts: Headmaster
of a government secondary school, Principal of a

Eric maintained a lifelong interest in Ghana. In

Training college; a highlight was his involvement

1986 he collaborated with three other former

with the Togoland plebiscite in 1956 when the

Education Officers in organising a reunion of

“British” part of the mandated German colony

people who had worked in Ghana, and this led to

voted to join independent Ghana. He retired in

the setting up of our charity - Ghana School Aid -

1962 having served the new Ghana government

to raise money and give help to schools in Ghana.

for 5 years.

He wrote many articles and reviews and edited a
book “Gold Coast and Ghana Memories” [with all

Eric was educated at Tottenham Grammar

profits going to GSA]. He also kept up a lifelong

School and then had two years of national

interest in Shakespeare and (according to his son

service in Hong Kong; this plus six weeks in

Philip) had seen each play at least four times. He

Ceylon en route gave him a taste for the tropics.

will be much missed by his wife Kate, son Philip

He then took up a scholarship at Keble College,

and lifelong friends from the diminishing ranks

Oxford where his tutors included CS Lewis

of those involved in the “end of Empire”.

and JRR Tolkien. He became a skilled linguist
including proficiency in one of the main Ghana

[Eric was an active member of the GSA

languages, Twi (in later years much impressing

Committee for many years and a much valued

Ghanaians in the UK). On his first tour of duty,

and consistent contributor to this Newsletter.

Eric achieved some local fame: he developed

His advice, support and good humour will be

appendicitis and was flown home for treatment

greatly missed and long remembered. Ed.]

giving rise to a headline in the Accra Daily
Graphic - “OSCAR FLIES HOME” !
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Judith Gillespie Smith 1937-2016
by Jennifer MacDougall with thanks to
Richard Ferguson, Eric Earle and Chris
and Alison Ferara
Judith was, like Eric Cunningham, a hardworking former committee member of GSA. She
trained in agriculture at Wye College (London
University) as an entomologist and specialised
in crop protection. She went to work in Ghana

organising the annual reunion lunch and AGM

from 1961 to 1964 at the Agricultural Research

at various venues. She attended committee

Institute, Kumasi, in charge of the Entomology

meetings in London until her health prevented

Department. She worked on the control of insect

travelling. She is much missed by family, friends

pests on crops throughout Ghana, driving all

and colleagues.

over the country and beyond to places such as
Upper Volta.

Elizabeth Bennett 1922 -2017

On her return to England she worked as a

by Margaret Turner

researcher at Imperial College London where she
gained her PhD, and at Brunel University. She

Although I went to Ghana in 1955, the year when

was an accomplished illustrator and produced

Elizabeth went there to marry Rodney Bennett

exquisite drawings for works on mosquitoes

[pictured with Elizabeth, page 19] , I did not

by Professor Gilbert. In the 1970s Judith went

meet her until 1990 on the first GSA visit to

to Brazil with the British Council as Professor

Ghana. She had met Rodney at the Three Choirs

of Applied Entomology for which she had to

Festival in which she sang for many years. After

immediately learn Portuguese in order to teach

finishing service in Ghana a couple of years after

in the language. On her return she worked at

independence, they found a house in Ledbury

Reading University where many of her PhD

with a large garden and orchard. They spent the

students were from Africa. Judith took a special

rest of their lives there happily. Elizabeth was

interest in these students who were often from

a keen gardener and they were both committed

unstable or war-torn countries, supporting their

to conservation. They were in contact with

asylum claims, finding them employment and

Ghanaian friends who visited them in Ledbury

having them to stay with her in Wiltshire. She

regularly. They had no children but took a

retired to her beautiful cottage in Pentridge

personal interest in the welfare and education

where she kept busy with her garden and

of several Ghanaian children. They were keen

local church and parish activities, becoming

supporters and members of GSA. [They attended

very involved in countryside preservation and

the first reunion in 1986 and went on both the

planning matters.

GSA trips to Ghana in 1990 and 1995.]

Judith was an important member of the

Elizabeth outlived Rodney by several years

GSA committee for many years, in particular
18

remember meeting her once with Rodney (soon
after they were married I think) at the British
Council c1956 - she may have had a job there.
Rodney was Government Agent (the new term
for District Commissioner) Accra for a time and
then had a senior job in the Prime Minister’s
(Kwame Nkrumah) Office. I have a memory of
meeting him on the beach at Elmina Castle one
Sunday c1960 and he said “the PM is v worried
about the Congo”! Somehow that has stuck!
continuing to live in their large house. Unable
to do the gardening herself, a gardener came

Nigel Dennis: When Rodney first went to Ghana

regularly to care for it so she could enjoy that

(Gold Coast then), my parents noticed that he

until the end. She died on 5th January 2017 a

would be on his own over Christmas, and took

month before her 95th birthday.

him in for the Christmas period. I think it was
1946. Rodney never forgot that, and he and
my father were always friends. Their wedding

Contributions from other committee members:

photo is in my father’s book, and was the last

Eric Earle: I corresponded with Elizabeth a bit

time they all got together before Independence.

when Rodney died some years ago [2008];

Elizabeth has been making substantial

Our paths didn’t cross much in Accra but I

donations to Ghana School Aid for many years.

GSA representative Salifu Baako (in check shirt) with staff and pupils (holding up “We love Ghana School
Aid” signs) at the newly renovated Sorugu JHS in Tamale. See also article on page 11
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