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Dear Friends
It was eighteen months ago at the 2006 annual general meeting that I
officially took over from Eric Earle as chairman. On that occasion we
met at the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum in Bristol and it
was a near perfect day with over fifty members attending for this friendly
reunion. Eric and I then worked in tandem for three months and he
eventually relinquished control in the September. It has been a hard act
to follow and I have enjoyed having Eric just round the corner, and his
wise counsel and experience has helped me to find my feet. At the time of
writing Eric has been unwell and had a period in hospital. I am pleased
to report that his recovery is on schedule and he should back to normal
by the end of 2007. I cannot see Eric taking a back seat for long with
regard to his interests in Ghana School Aid. The Committee also agreed
to invite Letitia Boateng as Vice Chair and Michael Hammer, as our new
Secretary, to become Trustees so that all formal officers of the Charity
also bear responsibility for its work.
This year we held our Annual General Meeting at the Civil Service Club
just round the corner from Trafalgar Square. Again we were blessed with
good weather and the attendance topped the sixty mark. The venue,
which was arranged at very short notice, was not exactly perfect, but the
club was most cooperative and the feedback I have received was positive.
The past year has been quite eventful but was clouded by the sad passing
of our representative in Ghana, Michael Asiedu, who died in Accra [see
below - obituary section]. He had been ill for a short period and I must
say his health did give me some cause for concern when I saw him on my
last visit to Ghana in 2005. Michael was so very useful and remained
committed to the work of Ghana School Aid right to the end. He will be
remembered particularly for his efforts which went into the “On the
Line” millennium projects, and he meticulously monitored the funds
which we allocated to the schools we supported. On my last visit we
discussed at length future projects when his wise counsel, experience and
ideas were all important. Having him on the spot was a great advantage
and his first hand knowledge of the schools we supported was huge.
…

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
PAGE 1

EDUCATION AND POLICY
- GHANA'S NEW EDUCATION
REFORM, PAGE 3
- ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENTS, PAGE 6

TREASURER’S REPORT 2007
PAGE 7

GSA SCHOOL LINKS 2007
PAGE 8

GHANA SCHOOL AID GRANTS
PAGE 10

NEWS AND PROJECTS
PAGE 15

BOOKS
PAGE 18

OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES
PAGE 23

mention. The centre is supported by British Airways
and is very ambitious. It is reported on separately
below. Our recent donation was to purchase a
generator which now guarantees electricity for the
school during the far too frequent power cuts. The
recent floods which devastated parts of the country
did little to raise the level of the Volta River and at
times there are lengthy power cuts. Now the school at
Kasoa is immune from this inconvenience.

The importance of having someone close at hand
resulted in the committee asking Kofi Ohene to take
over from Michael. Kofi willingly agreed. Most of us
will remember Kofi from the days when he was
working in London for the universities of Ghana. He
is now the Registrar of the University of Cape Coast.
He was in London recently and we were able to
discuss his role and if I do manage to go to Ghana
next year, I shall certainly make it a priority to visit
Cape Coast to get new ideas.
Another recent sad event was the death of Peggy
Appiah [See obituary in 2005/6 Newsletter]. Her
death was widely reported in all the national dailies
and I hope that her family will keep in touch. Two of
her daughters have London homes and have
expressed interest in our work. I knew Peggy well
and she was a close friend from the time I first met
her and Joe in 1987. She had an amazing life and
was active to the end.
Our projects this year have been varied. We are
particularly keen to establish more links between
English and Ghanaian schools and here we have
made considerable progress thanks to the efforts of
Letitia Boateng [Vice Chair]. She has had a busy
time establishing links and to date has had some
successes [see School Links report below]. We are
receiving useful feedback from the schools we are
encouraging and our efforts are now being
concentrated on schools in the upper regions.

HE Annan Arkyin Cato, Ghana High Commissioner in
the UK, Anna Corbett and GSA Chair Ted Mayne enjoy
the time for exchanges at the 2007 AGM

For many of us 2007 was a very special year. Not
only did we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
Ghana’s independence, but it coincided with the two
hundredth anniversary of the abolition of slavery.
Eric Earle, Eric Cunningham and Stanley Anthony
were all there in Accra when the union flag was
lowered, and this year has been particularly
meaningful for those who were there in 1957. With
Wilberforce very much in mind the President was
invited to London as a guest of the Queen. This
followed the anniversary celebrations in Ghana
attended by Baroness Amos and the Duke of Kent. All
very impressive.

We did make one generous contribution to the
Catholic Teachers’ Training college which is being
built north of Kumasi. The idea of the college is to
provide teachers for rural schools north of Tamale.
Our grant is going towards the college library and
the project is the brainchild of Archbishop Peter
Sarpong and I discussed his project with him when
we met up in Rome last October. The Archbishop was
a student at Oxford with Ghana’s current President
Kuffour.

The next year will be another challenge for those
with a passion for Ghana. How many of us were
cheering their footballers as they made such an
impact in the World Cup? So to the end, I give my
thanks to our enthusiastic committee for all their
support. As we move forward let us adopt the slogan
of Clement Attlee who said “If we can educate our
people then we can eliminate sickness and poverty”.
This remains our aim for Ghana.

Another large project is to build a classroom at the
University of Cape Coast Primary School as a
memorial to Alan Mayhew. This remains in its early
stages and it has been suggested that members of
Ghana School Aid travel to Ghana when the work is
completed and to be present at the official opening.
[See News below].
The Lord is my Shepherd Educational Trust Centre
at Kasoa is another project which deserves a

Ted Mayne
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also keen to expand opportunities at the post-basic
level (as seen in the planned 2007 Education
Reform).

EDUCATION AND POLICY
Ghana’s New Education Reform: Looking
Beyond The Basics

The 2007 Education Reform

By Robert Palmer

The education reforms implemented in 1987
introduced the Junior Secondary School system
which was intended to be highly vocationalised in an
attempt to alter pupils’ aspirations towards work. The
1987 Reform shaped the structure of the current
education and training system to the current 6-3-33/4 system (six years of primary, three years of JSS,
three years of senior secondary and three or four
years of tertiary).

Despite the narrow targeting of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) on primary education, it
is becoming more widely acknowledged (e.g. by the
World Bank, DFID, USAID) that there are no semiautomatic outcomes to investment in basic education,
and indeed post-basic education and training (PBET)
is crucial for poverty reduction efforts. Heavy
investment at the basic, especially primary, education
level (while acknowledging that quality needs
improvement at this level), without also widening
access to, and improving the quality of, PBET, is
insufficient for equitable and sustainable poverty
reduction in Ghana or, indeed, other developing
countries.

In 2004 the GoG came out with a White Paper on
Educational Reforms which outlined the proposed
reforms for the education and training system due to
commence in September 2007. This reform came
about due to the persistent high levels of youth unand under-employment and the government’s belief
that something must have gone wrong with the
education and training system to have caused, or at
least not solved, the youth employment problem.

For the education and training system in Ghana to
bring about the kinds of expected developmental
outcomes so often associated with education,
investment should not be too narrowly targeted at the
MDG of universal primary education (UPE), but
should treat the education system as an
interdependent whole.
Indeed, given the crucial multi-way synergies
between all levels of the education and training
system, if educational funding is too closely tied to
achieving the MDG-UPE target by narrowly funding
primary/basic education, and not other levels, it
might be that this target will actually be missed
and/or will likely be unsustainable post 2015.

Mural at Kasoa 'The Lord is my Shepherd' Educational
Centre

The progress towards the Education MDGs in Ghana,
and other developing countries, is already promising
to produce some of the largest cohorts of basic
education graduates ever witnessed. It is, therefore,
crucial to ask; (Primary) Education for all: for what?

The White Paper on Educational Reforms
acknowledges that the previous education reforms of
1987 – which were intended to equip the youth with
directly employable skills for the world of work
through a vocationalised junior secondary school
system – have largely failed to curb unemployment.
However, at the same time as acknowledging that
putting a few lessons of vocational skills into an
essentially academic curriculum did not work, the
GoG now aims to diversify the senior secondary
school level (into four streams; vocational,

The narrowness of the education MDGs has both
reflected and exaggerated a trend for donors in
Ghana, and elsewhere, (like DFID and USAID) to
focus on basic, especially primary, education. The
Government of Ghana (GoG), on the other hand, has
a more holistic view of education and training and is
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agricultural, technical and general); keeping
vocational skills in school.

Major proposals in the 2007 Education Reform

Universal and compulsory basic education will be
extended to include two years of pre-school teaching,
extending ‘basic education’ from 9 to 11 years.

The new reforms are meant to put in place a secondcycle system that better caters for the majority of
youth (c.60%) who complete basic education and do
not continue to formal senior secondary education.

At the primary level fewer subjects would be taught
so that grounding in the basic skills - literacy,
numeracy, problem-solving skills and creative arts would be improved.

For example it calls for the massive expansion of
formal (non school-based) Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) (see also the Box on
the main elements of the reform).

The present junior secondary system, that includes –
in theory, but frequently not in practice – an element
of pre-vocational and pre-technical skills training,
will be discontinued. The junior secondary level will
be the renamed ‘Junior High School’ (JHS), with a
more general, comprehensive curriculum. The
government intends that the JHS should not be like
the present junior secondary ‘which served as a
terminal programme for most pupils… [but] should
become the entry stage’ to further post-basic
education and training in the new diversified system
of Senior High Schools or in a new system of
structured apprenticeship.

Beyond the basics
Ghanaian parents and students, who are by far the
best judges of the education system, are very much
aware of the poor quality of many schools at the
basic level, and of the difficulty in finding formal
employment upon completion. The benefits of a basic
education, alone, for many of the poor, are becoming
questionable.

Senior secondary will be renamed ‘Senior High
School’, extended from three to four years, and
diversified into four streams: vocational, technical,
agricultural and general education. It is the decision
of the government ‘that the Senior High School
system should be organised both as terminal
education for entry into the world of work, and as a
preparatory stage for entry into tertiary education’.

Basic education is often used as a step to access
further formal education and training where the poor
can see the direct benefits are better. The benefits of
simply having a basic education in Ghana have
declined for (at least) three reasons: i) declining
quality of basic education; ii) declining opportunities
to use a basic education in the labour market; and, iii)
declining access to, and quality and relevance of, the
post-basic education and training system which has
negatively impacted on the basic education
outcomes.

The government intends to partner with the private
sector to promote more formalised (informal)
apprenticeship training programmes, with
government assuming ‘full responsibility’ for the first
year of the programme.
Related to the new education reform is the new
Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) Policy which is meant to complement the
White Paper and to reform skills training in Ghana
and to dramatically expand the formal TVET sector.

With regard to the latter point, post-basic education
and training, through training teachers, developing
new curricula, training educational managers and
supervisors has a key role in raising the quality (and
improving the outcomes) of education at all levels
(KG and primary upwards).

By 2015, all levels of education are to be staffed by
professionally trained teachers. Factors critical to the
successful achievement of the proposed education
reforms include: training sufficient teachers to staff
all levels of education; effective decentralisation of
responsibility for provision and management of
primary and second cycle schools to the districts.
District Assemblies would be responsible for
providing equipment and infrastructure to all basic
schools.

Moreover, if the growth in the number of basic
education students in Ghana is to be maintained,
these students, and their parents, need to see evidence
that there is an improved chance of them continuing
education or training at the formal post-basic level.
Hence, the perception of access to the formal PBET
environment has a direct effect on basic education
completion. Without improved access to this level,
basic education in Ghana will suffer.

[Source: Government of Ghana (2004) White Paper
on Educational Reforms]
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While it has been argued above that school-based
technical and vocational education and training
(TVET) has largely failed to equip the youth with
skills for productive employment, supporting non
school-based TVET, for example in formal
vocational training institutes (VTIs), can be
important.

A new UK-registered charity, OneChild, has been set
up to support the GoG TVET reform efforts by
improving the access, quality, relevance and
outcomes of 13 vocational training institutes
(Integrated Community Centres for Employable
Skills - ICCES) in the Ashanti Region of Ghana. In
so doing it is indirectly promoting increased
completion rates of children at the basic education
level in the communities surrounding these ICCES
centres.

The availability of formal non school-based TVET,
of good quality and relevance, might encourage
parents and children to complete basic education – as
there is then a next stage to go to. However, TVET
delivered through VTIs has been criticized for
generally low quality and being of little relevance to
the labour market. Thus the TVET reform in Ghana
which aims to improve quality, access and relevance
would be of great indirect benefit to the basic
education system.

Dr Robert Palmer is an ESRC postdoctoral fellow at
the Centre for Entrepreneurship Research,
University of Edinburgh. Rob.Palmer@ed.ac.uk.
He is currently working on a DFID-funded research
project examining the outcomes of education and
training in Ghana. He is also part of the OneChild
team supporting ICCES in Ghana
(www.onechild.org.uk)

For further information, see
Palmer, R., Wedgwood, R., Hayman, R., King, K., Thin, N. (2007) Educating Out of Poverty? A Synthesis
Report on Ghana, India, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and South Africa. Researching the Issues series,
no.70, DFID: London. Available on the DFID website, www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs
Palmer, R. (2005) Beyond the Basics: Post-basic Education and Training and Poverty Reduction in Ghana.
Post-Basic Education and Training Working Paper Series No 4, Centre of African Studies, University
of Edinburgh: Edinburgh. Available at http://www.cas.ed.ac.uk/research/projects.html.

Wax prints promoting literacy and schools in Ghana on exhibition at the British Museum (see page 16)
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But what is happening now to Ghana and other
former colonies, not only of the UK but of other
European members in the European Union?

Economic Partnership Agreements
(EPAs): any good for EU / ACP relations?
by Margaret Turner

Trade agreements in early post colonial days gave
some preferential treatment to former colonies now
known as the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)
countries. These are not acceptable to the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) and new agreements have
been under negotiation since 2002.

Many of you, readers of this newsletter, will have
witnessed the tremendous euphoria and good will
towards the British at Ghana's transition to
independence fifty years ago. You will be aware of
the determination to move on after the colonial
period and you know that the Ghanaians were and are
a happy friendly people who show great initiative
within Africa in co-operating with other countries.

These new agreements are the Economic
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the
European Union and 75 ACP countries. There is
great pressure on the ACP countries to sign these
agreements before the end of 2007 and to put them
into effect in January 2008. They require developing
countries to further open their markets to products
from European countries, often leading to direct
competition with local industries.

Post independence experience is unique to each
country but there are common problems and
experiences also: fluctuations in prices of exports,
control of mineral resources by multinational
companies which take much of the profit from
extraction and return little in labour wages as well as
contributing to environmental degradation, foreign
debt, corruption. Some of these problems arise from
poor governance, others from climate change and
some are the result of outside pressures.

If they come into effect, small traders will face
greater competition and may be driven out of
business as imported goods could undercut local
products; growing in-country industries would face
tougher headwind from the world economy, and
national control of the economy and access to
resources may decline.

Unique to Ghana were its position as the leading
cocoa exporter in the world and the producer of one
tenth of the world's gold.
Cocoa: the price of cocoa was always subject to
fluctuation according to the world market but as a
result of IMF/WB pressure on countries to diversify
their crops there is more cocoa on the market, more
competition, and prices have fallen.

The Stop EPAs campaign
At a day of action on 19th April more than 150
member organisations from EU and ACP countries
called on their German embassies, asking them to use
their influence to stop the EU pushing harmful free
trade deals on ACP countries. In the UK, the Trade
Justice Movement (TJM) is the main organiser of
campaigning action. On 19th April, supporters met
in Belgrave Square and from there, in groups of
about twenty, took messages to the embassies of each
member of the European Union.

Gold: The Ashanti Goldfields Company (AGC), was
established in London in 1897; Lonrho purchased
AGC in 1969; and the Ghanaian Government
reduced its holding in 1994, leaving Lonrho (now
Lonmin) with a 33% stake and corporate plus private
investors holding the remainder.
This company now owns some of the most
productive gold mines in Africa: in Mali, Senegal,
Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Niger, Angola,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Ethiopia and
Eritrea. (From Anglo Gold 1999 Annual Report on
web-site)

Lobbying is still continuing; letters and email
messages are being sent to Prime Minister Gordon
Brown, the Secretary of State for International
Development, Douglas Alexander and Portuguese
Prime Minister Jose Sócrates who holds the EU
Presidency until the end of 2007.
More information about EPAs and the campaign
can be found on the TJM web-site: www.tjm.org.uk
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our 67 Gift Aid donors of £7235.00; it amounted to
£2040.64 and it was paid in July. Many of those
donating in connexion with receiving copies of
“Memories of the Gold Coast and Ghana ” Gift
Aided their donation and this raised £199.41 of this
2006/7 tax claim. Similarly some donations in
memory of Mr Gilbert and Mr Davies were Gift
Aided and these raised £141.02 for the same claim.

TREASURER’S REPORT 2007
Our income in the year 1st April 2006 – 31st March
2007 totalled £13328.86 (£11468.10 last year and
£13432.84 the year before). This included £1362.87
as our income tax claim under the Gift Aid scheme
(£1752.19 in 2005/6 and £1187.71 the year
before). It was also boosted by donations totalling
£925.00 given in memory of Mr V. F. Gilbert and
£220.00 in memory of Mr Neville Davies and by the
transfer to us of £360.00, the funds of the Ashanti
Party when that association wound up. With higher
interest rates our earnings from the COIF deposit
account has been £976.94 (£723.35 last year). Our
income has, therefore, again gone beyond the
£10,000 point at which the Charity Commissioners
normally require accounts to be examined by an
independent person. We would be very pleased to
hear of any suggestions for the right person for this
task. The new rules for charities at our level of
income and expenditure do not require that this
should be an accountant.

Stanley Anthony
Treasurer and Gift Aid Administrator

The GSA Membership List
Please let GSA Secretary, Michael Hammer, have
your details if you would like them to be added to or
amended in the membership list. If possible, email
addresses should also be included please.

We spent £5512.00 on grants to educational projects
in Ghana in the year to 31st March 2007, and since
then a further £7242.00 has been sent to Ghana for
schools or other educational projects in Abonse,
Aseseeso, Sandema, Tema, Okwapemman, and

The Data Protection Act requires written permission
for names and addresses to be distributed. Please let
us know whether you are happy for your address to
be shared with other members.

Baworo. The Sandema donation was made up of

 Contact: Michael Hammer, +44(0) 207735 2881,
email: info@ghanaschoolaid.org

the gifts of two donors ear-marked for northern
Ghana. We have carried out the suggestion of our
school links sub-committee to help the link schools in
Ghana to afford the costs of maintaining
communications with their UK link school by giving
£40.00 to each of five schools; the amount was
increased from the original £30.00 to allow for higher
costs since the proposal was first made. The route
that we have used to send the money has been
through the UK end of the link, since direct transfers
would have been too expensive.
Our operating costs in 2006/7 were £853.24 (£658.24
last year and £1270.24 the year before); 54% of this
was made up of the costs of producing and sending
out the Newsletter and 28% of Committee expenses.
Our latest Tax Claim for the period 06/04/2006 –
05/04/2007, was based on Gift Aid donations from
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GSA SCHOOL LINKS 2007
by Letitia Boateng
The number of school links supported by Ghana
School Aid as published in the Newsletter 2005/2006
was seven.
At the Committee Meeting held in October last year,
it was agreed that school links were a good way of
spending GSA's money and should therefore be
extended. However, setting up new links was very
slow. Although we had names of several Ghanaian
schools eager to have links, finding UK schools was
difficult. We advertised in the NUT Teacher
Magazine for UK schools interested in linking to
contact us, and the response was encouraging.

Time for the Agbagja dance at the Hungerford African
Festival

Kate Regan, the link coordinator and librarian of
John O'Gaunt School visited Ghana in March for the
50th year Independence celebration and took the
opportunity to revisit Aseseeso. Back home in the
UK, the students and staff marked the occasion by
emailing messages of congratulations to their
Ghanaian friends, and flags and banners were
displayed to welcome special guests to mark the
occasion. The Mayor of Hungerford - Mrs. Gwyneth
Bullock, the Constable of the town - Mr. Robin Tubb
and Mrs. Letitia Boateng joined the school for a
Ghanaian lunch

The following new links have been set up: Cove
Secondary School, Farnborough / Aburi Girls
Secondary School, Aburi; John Hanson Community
School, Andover / Abonse Junior Secondary School,
Abonse; John Hanson has also linked with Nifa
Secondary School, Adukrom; Inkpen Primary
School, Hungerford / Aseseeso Primary School,
Aseseeso; and lastly Braidwood School for the Deaf
in Birmingham and Secondary Technical School for
the Deaf at Mampong.

Reciprocal Visits / Activities

Southfields Primary, Coventry / Nyogbare
Primary, Bolgatanga

John O'Gaunt Community Technology
College, Hungerford / Presbyterian Junior
Secondary School, Aseseeso

Both schools benefited from the exchange which
cemented their global partnership in many ways
including a successful reciprocal exchange of
headteachers. Pupils of the UK school wrote letters to
Water Aid to help their friends at Nyogbare with
good drinking water. As a result a borehole was dug
and the community now has clean water. Rural Aid a partner of Water Aid in Ghana is also planning a
Hygiene Education Programme and provision of
proper toilets for the community of Nyogbare.

Two teachers from Aseseeso visited their friends in
Hungerford where they observed and taught lessons.
They also had discussions on curriculum projects and
exchanged ideas. There have been some tremendous
improvements at Aseseeso school. With help from
their friends in Hungerford the school now have a
secure and well-equipped library with ceiling fans.
Pupils are now showing more interest in reading.
Thanks to modern technology, a video conference
was held recently by students of both schools to
discuss curriculum projects and exchange ideas. It
was a thrilling moment for them to see their friends
who previously they had only known through
correspondence.

John Hanson Community School, Andover /
Nifa Secondary School, Adukrom
The Hampshire Council has granted £3000 to John
Hanson School for educational purposes. The school
intends to use this money to visit their newly
established links at Abonse and Adukrom. Two
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St. Michael C E Primary School, Figheldean /
Presbyterian Basic School, Abonse.

teachers and five students went to Ghana in October
2007 to draw up a partnership agreement and decide
on subjects for their curriculum projects.

Figheldean hosted two teachers from Abonse in April
2007. Anne Wilkins who is the link coordinator of St
Michael School has written a report on their link (see
page 10). There is no doubt that these visits and
linking in general are helping to remove myths and
stereotypes. Perceptions are also changing.

Stutton Primary, Ipswich, linked with Balogu
Primary, Yendi
Stutton Primary School organised West Africa Week
in June 2007. Sue Hewlett, GSA Committee Member
and Link Teacher, reports:
We were fortunate to have West African visitors
every day. The drummers from the Gambia got the
week off to a rousing start. On Tuesday, Tony
Agogo from Nigeria helped every child to make a
stunning mask. They look even better now that
they've been fired and painted. We had Jan Blake, a
lively storyteller on Thursday and finished with the
delightful film, Kirikou and the Sorceress on Friday.
No, I haven't forgotten Wednesday - for many it was
the highlight of an already great programme, because
Letitia Boateng, from our link country, Ghana, came
and cooked with us. Everyone got a taste of the
delicious lamb stew, but the fried plantain chips went
down a treat with staff and children. Letitia was also
kind enough to share some lovely traditional stories
with us. One was about how the wasp got his tiny
waist; another was about our old friend Ananse and
how he tricked, (as usual), his friends into helping
him gather in the harvest. We all knew it would end
badly for him, as indeed it did. We were most
grateful to Letitia, an energetic worker for Ghana
School Aid, for giving us her time and adding so
much to the week's success.

Who says school has to be boring? Pupils at Abonse JSS
take a break

Polesworth and Pampawie
In 2006 Sharon Leftwich spoke at the GSA Lunch
about the link between Polesworth College and
Pampawie LAJSS. Since then the link has developed
and strengthened as she described on BBC Radio 4’s
The Learning Curve on October 2nd, 2007 (repeated
October 7th). In October 2006 two members of the
Polesworth staff, Richard Price and Carmen
Hockridge, visited Pampawie to research and develop
curriculum projects, develop friendships, gain an
overview of Ghanaian culture and life, assess the
progress of the study centre, provide basic computer
training to staff and pupils, and deliver school
equipment.

Cove Secondary School, Farnborough /
Aburi Girls Secondary School, Aburi
This link was established early this year but the
enthusiastic Headteacher of the UK school could not
wait for a British Council grant to visit. She flew out
with one of her teachers to Aburi in May to meet
students and teachers to discuss the link. The school
links committee welcomes Ghana Government's free
Education policy for primary and JSS schools. But
we realise with concern that this is putting pressure
and strain on teachers due to increasing numbers and
bigger classes without enough desks.

A number of problems were encountered, not the
least of which was that the school was on strike so
few of the teachers were available and no lessons
could be observed. Lessons from the Polesworth staff
took longer due to difficulties with different dialects
and accents. The satellite phone had to be cut off due
to the excessive phone bills. (It was later agreed that
calls would be restricted to 10 per month and only on
link business). Only one computer was working
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because of the intermittent electricity supply making
training sessions very difficult.

GSA Grants
Communication support of £30 per year to Ghanaian
linked schools has been increased to £40, plus £250
for each approved project. Five schools have so far
benefited. It is hoped that this will help improve
communication, which is one of the major problems
in linking. However the problem remains that most
Ghanaian teachers in rural and remote areas walk or
travel for miles to post or collect letters and check
emails.

However, there were many compensations and
achievements despite the difficulties. The visitors
were made very welcome and interaction with the
children and the village was a major highpoint of the
visit. Strong relationships with key members of staff
were formed and they were all very enthusiastic
about the link and its impact on the school. A number
of action points were identified including a need for
more basic equipment, books, maps and musical
instruments, as well as more computers. A
photocopier, scanner and printers were also needed.
An email address would be set up and the local
internet café used by the Pampawie representative to
communicate more easily with Polesworth

Aseseeso JSS has been granted £1000 for the cost of
repairing a leaking roof, replacing the ceiling and
repainting the school. £1000 has also been approved
for the electrification of Abonse Basic School. The
school now has a JSS block which GSA helped to
roof, in addition to desks, chairs and other classroom
furniture provided.

UKOWLA - Toolkit for Linking

These grants and linking in general have helped lift
the profile of Abonse school. The Education
Authority in the region is now paying attention to the
school and has provided adequate teachers. Much
needed textbooks, exercise books and other teaching
resources are now available and it is hoped that the
poor performance of the school will turn around this
academic year.

Every school, community, church or organisation that
has a link or thinking of linking must have this useful
and informative kit which highlights the
opportunities and challenges in linking. lt was
compiled by Margaret Burr, head of Humanities
Education Centre, and was launched by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu of South Africa in June 2007. [The
Toolkit consists of a series of leaflets on issues which
arise in the linking process. It incorporates advice
and comment from individuals involved in linking
communities over many years.]

There can be some unexpected benefits in linking
that make huge differences in peoples lives, and
making differences, particularly in Ghanaian
children's lives, which is what Ghana School Aid is
trying to do.

The toolkit can be obtained from UKOWLA (UK One
World Linking Association www.ukowla.org.uk, Tel.
01672 861001) and BUILD (Building Understanding
through International Links for Development
(www.build-online.org.uk)

Letitia Boateng is Vice-Chair of GSA and leads the
School Links Committee

Abonse and St Michael’s, Figheldean
by Anne Wilkins
St Michael’s Primary School and Abonse
Presbyterian Basic School have had a very
memorable year as far as our link is concerned. We
were successful in gaining a Reciprocal Visit grant
from the British Council and Mrs Anne Wilkins
(Teacher and Link Coordinator) and Mrs Jan Plank
(Teaching Assistant) spent 10 days in Abonse in
February.
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It was an incredible experience for both of us. It was
so good to be able to speak to people face to face at
last and to experience a little of their fascinating
culture.

The villagers, Church members and School also
jointly organised a Supper Dance to celebrate the two
cultures, which members of the Abonse-Aseseeso
Association kindly attended. Our community has
therefore come together as never before with the
common objective of supporting Abonse. We hope
that this will enable the link to become sustainable in
the future. Educationally, there is much to think
about. We have identified projects which we hope to
work on during the year and we will be applying for
a Global Curriculum Grant to enable this work to
move forward. We thank GSA for its interest and
continued support for our partnership.
Anne Wilkins is Link Coordinator at St Michaels,
Figheldean

Children at St Michael's prepare for Ghana

We were quite overwhelmed by the wonderful
welcome we received and learned a lot in a short
time. Our lasting memories will be of how happy
people seem, despite their daily hardships (no
moaning!), how well-behaved and motivated their
children are and how they seem to achieve a better
life-work balance than here in Britain. We returned
full of enthusiasm to spread the news of the link
further into the community and held several meetings
for Church members and parents. In April, two
teachers from Abonse, James Dademe (Link
Coordinator) and Ofori Amoyaw (Acting
Headmaster) joined us in Figheldean for two weeks.

Further news of the Nyogbare /
Southfields Link
by Jo Hallett
Nyogbare School is a small, very remote primary
school in Upper East Region, and Southfields a very
diverse, inner-city Primary School in Coventry. So
very different – and yet so positively linked in a longstanding and fulfilling school partnership, through
Link Community Development.
Every year, LCD schools exchange postcards for
Commonwealth Day. The theme in 2005 was “Our
Hopes for the Future”. The children in Coventry
drew pictures and wrote about Peace, Friendship, and
Caring for the Environment. The postcards from the
children at Nyogbare were very graphic; they all
highlighted the problems the school and the
community face as a result of the lack of clean water,
the sanitary situation and the consequences for
everyone's health.

We were proud of the welcome everyone here gave
them. They had an extremely busy programme,
visiting other schools and sharing their culture with
our pupils. Many parents have commented how much
their children have learned and enjoyed the activities,
and several schools have expressed an interest in
starting a link of their own, so we had an exploratory
meeting in July. Hopefully we shall soon have our
own area Ghana group!

I was teaching Year 4 at the time. The pupils wanted
to help their friends in Ghana. They wrote some
excellent letters to Water Aid asking them to dig a
well in Nyogbare. We didn’t hear anything for
several weeks, but when I contacted the Water Aid
office in London, it turned out that they had been so
impressed by the letters they passed them all around
the office! The problem was that they had a 5-year
plan for bore holes and sanitation programmes and
they were not likely to be able to help in the near

During their stay, we arranged for them and our
School Council to meet our MP Robert Key, to
discuss the problems of the water supply. He gave
some useful advice and we await further
developments.
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From July 6th – 21st 12 pupils and 5 staff from
Okuapemman School visited Whitstone Community
School.

future. However, they did say they would try. Nearly
a year later, in May 2006, out of the blue, we heard
that two trucks had arrived at Nyogbare to start to dig
the borehole – and the workmen told the school staff
that their friends in UK had asked them to do it!
We were absolutely delighted with the news. When I
went back to Bolgatanga that year, I visited
Nyogbare School and experienced their excitement at
the prospect of clean water on the school site. I also
went to the offices of Rural Aid, Water Aid’s partner
in the region, and heard about the water and hygiene
package that was planned for the school and the
community. The development includes the bore
hole, a hygiene education programme for the local
community and help with providing proper toilets.

With the visitors at Clifton Suspension Bridge

The group visited a number of different places of
interest in the local area such as: Clifton Suspension
Bridge; The Commonwealth Museum; WestonSuper-Mare; The Forest of Dean; Wainwright’s
Quarry in Stoke-St-Michel; Alvis Brother’s local
farm and cheese makers; Pilton Methodist Church,
which has a link with the Methodist Church in
Akropong–Akuapem, the town in which
Okuapemman is situated; and several of our feeder
primary schools.

Shortly after returning to Coventry, I received an
email from Gani, Director of Rural Aid in Upper East
Region of Ghana. It said: “We are grateful for the
concern Southfields have for our brothers and sisters
in Nyogbare. The work on the water project ie the
construction of the bore hole is complete and the
children, teachers and communities close to the
school are enjoying the water. We are about to start
the safe hygiene training in the school. There was a
big celebration at the school when we arrived to hand
over the bore hole to the school.” I was thrilled with
the unexpected benefits which the link had brought to
Southfields and Nyogbare. It was excellent news for
Nyogbare, but also an important message for our
pupils - that their concern and involvement really can
make a difference.

In the Primary Schools the Ghanaian pupils
performed traditional dance and drumming. They
also gave a short talk about Ghana and answered
questions from the children. Here they are at Binegar
Primary School.
At the quarry the Ghanaians were given an
introduction to the workings and conditions in a UK
quarry. They learnt about the engineering process
and work opportunities. Despite the torrential rain
that day they found it a very interesting experience.

Jo Hallet is ex-Deputy Head at Southfields
Okuapemman and Whitstone Exchange,
July 2007
by Miranda Liardet

All the pupils and staff were hosted by Whitstone
pupils and staff. The Whitstone pupils had visited
Ghana in February and had already made friends with
the pupils they hosted. We hope that many of these
friendships will be long lasting.

[Following her talk at the GSA AGM in June 2007,
Miranda sent us this report of the visit from
Okuapemman School. At their last meeting the GSA
Committee agreed to support this link with £1000 for
continued information technology training, computer
equipment and satellite linking to facilitate improved
communication between the schools. Ed.]

However, the big project of the summer was a joint
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Our
Head of Drama Calum Grant and Okuapemman’s
Fred Jones-Asante worked hard to coordinate and
block the play in just one week.
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Franklin Oteibu brought ideas to develop a business
project using bags made by the pupils. He will be
working with Anne Dix the librarian and other
teachers to create a business enterprise to raise
money for the Ghana link. Samson Ateimo was
taking advantage
of Whitstone’s
up-to-date
technology to
gain experience
as an ICT teacher
to take back to
his pupils in
Ghana. While
Rosamund Djan,
Head of Library,
spent a long time
with the Whitstone librarian and is developing a
project with one of the English teachers on poetry. In
addition the Ghanaian pupils and teachers held a
traditional dance and drumming workshop. 12 pupils
from Whitstone attended producing a joint
performance in the afternoon.

All pupils involved, both Ghanaian and Whitstonians,
worked and rehearsed everyday to ensure that the
production was excellent. The Ghanaians took the
roles of the fairies and were heralded by traditional
drumming to which they danced.

The cast of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Whitstone pupils took the parts of the lovers and
the mechanicals. Overall it was an incredibly
creative slant on the Shakespeare play which
amalgamated both British and Ghanaian cultures in a
celebration of partnership. The cast of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream wait for feedback on the
rehearsal.
While the Ghanaian pupils were at Whitstone we had
a film crew commissioned by QCA (government
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority) visit us.
The QCA had recently case-studied an English
Poetry module, which I had written on Ghanaian
poetry, as part of their new innovative curriculum-inaction series. The team filmed both the English
lesson and some of the play rehearsal.

Drumming workshop

The result of the whole day of filming is a 2 minute
film on the QCA web site. You can find it on:
www.curriculum.qca.org.uk/curriculum-inaction/casestudieslibrary/casestudies/cultural_underst
anding_through_poetry.aspx

A full evaluation is being conducted using
questionnaires for pupils and host parents and staff
involved. Our next staff exchange will be in
February 2008 and July 2008. The next Pupil
exchange will be in 2009.

The other teachers were all busy too. Ben Mensah
the science teacher is developing a project with the
science department whereby reflexes of pupils in
both school will be measured and recorded and the
results used in a piece of GCSE coursework.

Miranda Liardet is International Links Coordinator
at Whitstone
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Ukowla conference on links to West
Africa

At present they support 244 partnerships between the
UK and West Africa, promoting a global dimension
in the curriculum.
www.britishcouncil.org/globalschools

by Jennifer MacDougall
This conference of the United Kingdom One World
Linking Association was held in Kingston upon Hull
on 26/27 October 2007 and attended by
approximately 60 delegates including Jennifer
MacDougall and Sue Hewlett of GSA. As the home
of William Wilberforce, Hull has been one of the
centres for the 200th anniversary commemorations of
the abolition of the slave trade.

The major theme of the conference was partnership.
The emphasis was very much on the value and power
of links, on different levels, to the various
communities involved. This was highlighted in the
case study presented by Kate Regan and Grace
Amisah on their link between John O’Gaunt College,
the Aseseeso-Abonse Association and schools in
Abonse and Aseseeso, Ghana. The Aseseeso-Abonse
Association is a diaspora group in the UK of citizens
of these two small Ghanaian towns, formed to help
with the development of health and education back
home.
The benefits of working in a three-way link between
the Association, schools in the UK, and schools in
Ghana were explained. The involvement of these
different types of communities facilitates sharing of
experiences and learning opportunities for all
concerned. [See School Links Update above]. The
importance of linking with diaspora groups in the UK
was evident in the enhanced understanding between
cultures and their role as a facilitator and listening ear
to both communities.

Plaque at the Kingston upon Hull Guildhall
commemorating the campaign for the abolition of slavery

The conference reflected the strong links between
Hull and Freetown, having a marked Sierra Leonean
flavour. There were many interesting papers and
workshops including contributions from Ghana,
Mali, Sierra Leone, Fairtrade, Rotary International,
Plan UK and the British Council.

The conference highlighted the importance of
including different community groups in linking,
sharing experiences, knowledge and cultures on
many levels to the benefit of all involved.
The UKOWLA Conference October 2008 will be held
in Coventry on the theme of International Links for
Peace and Reconciliation. Further information from
nick.partridge@eurolinx.co.uk or 0121 244 0827

Items concerning Sierra Leone included an address
from the Mayor of Freetown, a case study on the
Freetown Society (developing links between Hull and
Freetown), and a very moving account from a young
man who had experienced the war as a refugee, and
then helped his parents rescue, educate and
rehabilitate orphans and child soldiers.
Jane Grantham of the British Council outlined the
work of DFID Global School Partnerships, which
promotes and finances links between schools in the
UK and Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean.
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and district. The letter described how “the library is
the central focus of our educational work. To keep it
going has been quite a struggle….Our present stock
of textbooks has been so intensively used that it is
now seriously tattered and virtually unreadable.
Tables and chairs need repair and we need to employ
a third librarian so as to improve supervision and
extend opening times….” As GSA had received
donations which were specifically to be used for
projects in the north of Ghana the Committee decided
that Sandema would be a worthy recipient of these
funds. A grant of £2042 was made to improve and
sustain the library.

NEWS AND PROJECTS
GSA Funded projects
In addition to the school linking projects described
above, GSA has recently made grants to a number of
other projects and schools. The Lord is my Shepherd
Educational Centre, Kasoa, in the Central Region,
requested funds to provide a generator because the
severe power shortage meant that electricity was cut
off for 12 hours at a time and their computers and
fridges could not be used. The Committee agreed a
grant of £1000 to cover the cost of a generator, which
has now been purchased and installed.
Rob Palmer submitted a detailed funding application
for a PC lab to support a number of ICCES
(Integrated community centre for employable skills)
vocational schools in the Ashanti Region, where he
has worked for a number of years [See Newsletter
2005/6, page 10]. The lab would act as a model for
the establishment of additional PC labs in other
targeted vocational schools in the region. GSA would
part fund this project in partnership with Onechild,
the Peartree Project, and the ICCES itself. GSA has
donated approximately 40% of the cost, as requested,
amounting to £1200.

London Marathon 13 April 2008
Ruth Court, the daughter of Wilfred Court, visited
Ghana for the first time in July 2007 and just loved
the country and the people she met. She is a serious
athlete and has just been accepted to run in the
London Marathon 2008. She has decided to raise
sponsorship money for Ghana School Aid. Anyone
wishing to contribute please contact
Ruth Court on tel. 01604 781614 or
Wilfred Court on tel. 01780 470379
Thank you!

Alan Mayhew Memorial
A competition has been launched by the GSA
committee to design a new classroom for the
University of Cape Coast Primary School in memory
of Alan Mayhew (former Secretary of GSA and
architect of Cape Coast University). A cash prize of
£100 has been offered for the winning design to
students at the School of Architecture at Kumasi
University of Science and Technology. It is hoped
that the competition will be judged in Ghana soon so
that building work can commence. The project has
the enthusiastic support of the Vice Chancellor of
Cape Coast University and the Headteacher of the
Primary School as the classroom will benefit both
staff and pupils of the school and student teachers at
the university. The GSA committee will assess the
winning design to ensure that the principles by which
Alan Mayhew worked are observed. These included
suitability of the building for the climate and

The generator gets installed at Kasoa Educational Centre

GSA seeks to support schools in the poorer regions
of Ghana and is always pleased to consider
applications for funds from these areas. The Sandema
Educational Resource Centre is in the Upper East
Region of Ghana, a particularly impoverished area.
GSA received an application from the Sandema
Educational Trust which seeks to support Sandema
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environment, and sustainability (for example, no
reliance on air conditioning units). A plaque will be
installed including the name of the winning architect,
the Alan Mayhew Memorial and GSA.

British Museum celebrates 50 years of
Ghana’s independence
In Spring 2007 the British Museum mounted an
exhibition entitled The fabric of a nation: textiles and
identity in modern Ghana.

Kofi Annan receives knighthood
On October 24th 2007 Kofi Annan, Nobel Peace
prize-winner and former UN Secretary General, was
awarded an honorary knighthood at a private
audience with the Queen. He was made an honorary
Knight Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and
St George (GCMG). This Order was created in 1818
by the Prince Regent (later George IV) and is
awarded to those of high office or to individuals who
give extraordinary non-military service in a foreign
country. As he is not a British citizen Mr Annan will
not be entitled to use the title “Sir”.

This exhibited a collection of textiles celebrating 50
years of Ghana’s independence by focusing on an
important aspect of life and culture in Ghana –
printed cloth. The technique of wax printing was
probably brought to the Gold Coast in the mid 1800s
by soldiers who had been serving in the Dutch army
in Java.
Ghanaians express themselves through the designs
they wear which cut across ethnic and language
differences, covering all aspects of life from politics,
culture and proverbs to health issues and religion.
Some of the oldest and most popular wax print
designs were made to promote literacy. Many are still
bestsellers today, such as the “alphabet cloth” which
helps children to learn to read. Ghanaian schools,
colleges and universities widely advertise themselves
through fancy prints. They are used to celebrate
anniversaries or to make uniforms worn by their
pupils or students.

Kofi Annan and Jennifer MacDougall at the Dorchester

The same day a reception was held at the Dorchester
Hotel hosted by the Mo Ibrahim Foundation to
honour Kofi Annan and Lord Mark Malloch Brown
for their service at the UN. Friends and supporters
were invited including GSA committee member
Jennifer MacDougall and her husband (standing in
for her mother Barbara Roddick who was unable to
attend).

“The Fabric of a Nation” – Exhibition at the British
Museum
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made available with objectives including the
enrolment of 4000 children (50% of whom will be
girls), incentives for teachers, the improvement of
education, governance and accountability. In the
most rural areas “wing” schools will be built to
enable children in these remote areas to receive an
education.

Supply teacher of the year !
The Recruitment and Employment Confederation
(REC) has awarded its Supply Teacher of the Year
Award to Eddie Sarbeng, who came from Ghana in
2003 and started teaching in a young offender
institution in 2005. He says “At first it was highly
challenging because the boys were not really
motivated to work, unlike in Ghana where the
students are happy to work. The lads have so many
issues which often results in fighting in the
classroom….. In tutorials we talk about setting long
and medium-term goals and I have a chance to share
my experiences, including how I used to walk two or
three miles to the nearest school and how I shared my
dad with 21 other siblings. I encourage them to grab
the opportunities they have here and it’s making an
impact…. Some of them are already in college and
others want to follow suit…..I have been offered a
permanent cover appointment because of my
flexibility and versatility and hope to start soon.”

[Source: Daily Graphic, 7/11/07]

Ghanaian national football shirt

The judges look for someone who manages to get
respect and to contribute to the work of the school.
“It is very difficult to get the respect of pupils and
colleagues. Eddie has performed very well. We like
his mantra of showing respect to gain respect.” (Tom
Hadley, REC Director of External Relations)
[Source – The Times 5/6/07.]
Eric Earle with the shirt. We are behind Ghana for the
first World Cup held in Africa in 2010!

Danish project to increase school enrolment
in Northern Region

A generous GSA supporter, Tim O’Brien, has
donated a Ghanaian national team football shirt and
other souvenirs from the 2006 World Cup, and asked
that they be passed on to a school in Ghana. Rob
Palmer has kindly taken on this task and will be
presenting the shirt in Ghana during his visit in late
2007.

The Alliance for Change in Education (ACE) aims to
increase the school enrolment of children (especially
girls) in Gushiegu and Karaga districts of the
Northern region. In these districts only 24% of
children have access to primary school education and
the pupil-teacher ratio is over 200:1, against the
national average of 35:1. Pupils in this area have to
walk as far as 12 kilometres to the nearest school.

Divine chocolate is Pa-pa-paa!

This three-year project began in May 2007, is funded
by the Danish International Development Agency
(DANIDA), and managed by a consortium of three
Danish organisations and the Ghana National
Association of Teachers under the auspices of Ibis
West Africa. Funding of 2.6 million Euros is being

The 45,000 farmers of the Kuapa Kokoo cooperative
who own 45% of Divine Chocolate Ltd have been
celebrating in Kumasi. When the farmers meet they
chant “Pa-pa-paa!” (Twi for “best of the best!”). The
company recently handed over a cheque for £47,000
to the farmers, and has also just won the 2007
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Enterprising Solutions Award from the Social
Enterprise Coalition. Divine Chocolate is now
available in outlets like Asda and Morrisons, as well
as the Co-op, and is beginning to have an impact on
the huge USA market too. Divine pays a fair price for
their cocoa (guaranteed more than the market price)
plus a Fairtrade premium which contributes to social
projects in the community such as providing access
to fresh water and building schools and health
centres.

day Ghanaian youth and historians. Once again, I say
in Ghana style “AYEKOO”.
The contents of the book also sum up quite
adequately the contribution of the British young
Education Officers and Administrators to the orderly
development of the country during the early years.
Thanks to the mature and wise handling of the early
stormy period by the British Authorities and aided by
the hard work of these young British civil servants
Ghana was saved from social and political upheaval.
Having left the comfort of their homes in Britain and
soon after their university education, these British
young men and women chose [the Gold Coast] out of
several options to live and work for some time. To
them is due much heartfelt thanks from the Ghanaian
people especially school children who continue to
benefit from the programmes of Ghana School Aid
formed by the same British Education Officers and
Administrators after their return home at the end of
their service in Ghana.

[Source: Observer 21/10/07]

BOOKS
Reviews and reactions to Gold Coast and
Ghana Memories edited by Eric
Cunningham et al.
[The following contribution from the late Nana
Michael Asiedu were received a few weeks before he
died in December 2006 (see obituaries). They
comprise his reaction to the Memories, but even
more interesting are his own memories of working
with British civil servants during the transfer of
power and his feelings of gratitude for their legacy. It
is a fascinating addition to the Memories project
itself and provides an invaluable contemporary
Ghanaian point of view. Ed.]

Also these young British civil servants showed the
young Ghanaians like Michael [Asiedu], who were
being trained to take over from them, a good example
of hard work and dedication to duty. Their
performance served as an inspiration to Michael and
his colleagues who joined the service of education at
the time. Michael and his colleagues cannot forget
the training and help they received from these British
young men and women they met in the service.
Nearly all these colleagues of Michael have
unfortunately expired.

I read the Gold Coast and
Ghana Memories quite a
few times over with keen
interest. In the first place
let me congratulate the
GSA, especially the
Editors Eric C and
Michael H for this
excellent publication.
The layout and the
arrangement of contents
are pleasant and can encourage purchase by
interested persons. Their introductory notes sum up
the history of the Gold Coast/Ghana for the past 60
years. The momentous events which characterised
the first unsteady early steps just before and after
Independence have been captured in an orderly and
detached fashion which should delight the present

Several examples abound in the book to illustrate
their commitment to duty. As far back as 1950 before
Michael and his colleagues entered the service, a
young British female worker devoted her time to
helping with the registration of voters in the Bekwai
District of Ashanti. Working in a strange social
environment of being a total stranger, she carried out
her assignment in the face of daunting difficulties
including walking several miles and occasionally
travelling on mammy lorries. Here was a motivated
and well intentioned British young lady ready to help
in the Gold Coast in much the same way as her
predecessors in the Colonial Service.
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There is also an example of a British young
Education Officer who was ordered at short notice to
proceed to a village in the North called Bunkpurugu,
some 46 miles from Gambaga. His assignment was to
help in the running of the Plebiscite to determine the
future of the then British Togoland. This was a
daunting posting by all standards even for a young
Ghanaian worker, let alone a foreign young British
civil servant. This officer soon settled down with a
few colleagues to do their work to the satisfaction of
their authorities. This officer chose to “sleep in camp
beds under the stars because it was too hot to sleep
indoors”. This is not to mention lack of potable water
and shortage of essential stores, some of which could
be purchased from Tamale some 300 miles away.
Years later this officer states that he enjoyed life at
Bunkpurugu. I can guess, however, that this young
officer and his friends entertained themselves with
liberal doses of cold beer after each day’s work.

grant of independence of Ghana by the British. They
quite well understood the mood and temperament of
the Ghanaian people including their characteristic
friendliness and hospitality. On the whole also the
early British, like their counterparts today, kept and
maintained their own social life as evidenced by their
thriving social clubs seen in Bekwai Ashanti,
Tamale, and Obuasi. Cold beer at the end of hard
days work together with outdoor and indoor games
kept their community together thus avoiding
unnecessary local social entanglements. The British
also got to know how to use the cooperation of the
local Paramount Chiefs in the administration of the
country. A contributor, himself a former GovernorGeneral explained the essence of the Chief’s role
over his people which was “anchored in the consent
of the people”. From this firm background he
concluded that the African traditional rule which was
based on public opinion “was more Democratic than
British Colonial Rule”. A young British architect
who preferred a job in the Gold Coast to service in
Kenya, Hong Kong and Singapore, sums it all up. He
was grateful to all persons he met in his stay and
work in the Gold Coast, adding that “he owed them a
debt of gratitude for opening my eyes to the richness
and diversity of Ghanaian culture and for sharing
with me their knowledge and love for that fascinating
country and charming and hospitable people”.An
interesting aspect of the publication indicates the
manner in which past and present Ghanaian
celebrities have been mentioned such as Dr F L
Bartels of Mfantsipim Secondary School, the late J C
de Graft, Kofi Annan [the previous] Secretary
General of the United Nations, as well as Dr Ephraim
Amu and Philip Gbeho, not forgetting Alex
Kyeremartin, Peggy Appiah, and Inspector Tom
Kyei. The present day generation will be thankful to
those contributors in the book who have enlivened
the names of these celebrities.

One pleasant aspect of the publication is the degree
of accuracy of the reports in spite of the long passage
of time. The record of events of the 1948 riots
appeared accurate to the point and added some
dimensions which I did not know because I was not
around in Accra. Everybody heaved a sigh of relief
when the British Authorities at home and in Ghana
resolved the looming political crisis and brought the
situation to normal.
The campus of Cape Coast University remains much
the same as was reported in the book. The present
landscape of the University campus constitutes a
lasting monumentary evidence of the vision and hard
work of a young British architect and planner.
The Anglican Church service which a contributor
attended with his family in Tamale remains much the
same in terms of order of service and other activities
including monthly collections organized according to
the days of birth of members. This is the usual
“KOFI NE AMA” collection practised in several
churches today. The only difference now may be that
a new church has been built and the number of
church members has been increased together with the
rate of monthly dues expected from church members.

One can also not forget to pay tribute to the early
British Senior Civil Servants who manned the service
when Michael and his colleagues entered the service.
These names include; Dudley Smith, Tom Buchanan,
Tony Neale, Ida Travis, Phyllis Clark, Jack
Marshall, and John Coulson etc. Unfortunately

Reading through the book one can find several
reasons underlying the significant success of the
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Michael did not have the opportunity of meeting
these early administrators because of his postings. I
might also add the names of persons I met such as
Tom Southern, Noel Insley, Bernard Carman, Jack
Bannochie, Brice Bending, Mac McWilliam and
Wilma Gladstone etc. I was happy to serve under
them. I wish them well wherever they might be, dead
or alive.

Yearley reminds us of a generation of expatriates,
many of whom arrived in Africa unable to drive and
several contributors speak of the charm and charisma
of Kwame Nkrumah, acknowledged by all who met
him.
Education, rightly, has a major place in these
memories which include extracts from the diary of
Sylvia Ward, wife of the great educationalist W S
Ward whose influence extended far beyond the Gold
Coast. She takes going ashore in a surf boat as a
matter of course. It was 1926. Her natural use of the
idiom of the time makes one realise just how much
has happened in the intervening eighty years and how
great the achievements in which both Ghanaian and
expatriate can take pride. Here, as on every page,
these memoirs are witness to the undoubted fact that
the vast majority of expatriates working in the Gold
Coast and then in Ghana loved their work, the people
they worked for and with, and cherish
overwhelmingly happy memories to warm the chill
of retirement. In my experience that is true of
everywhere in empire and should be a source of
satisfaction to the people we served as much as to us.

There is no doubt that Michael and his colleagues
learnt a lot from the early British Colonial Education
Officers, which helped to shape their attitude to work
whilst in the service. They deserve immense gratitude
for this exemplary service in the Gold Coast/Ghana,
and also for their determination to continue to assist
the Ghanaian schools through the formation of their
local NGO Ghana School Aid, under whose auspices
the present book has been published.
With greetings and felicitation from your VERY Good
Friend Nana Michael Asiedu and his family in Ghana
and abroad. 25th October 2006.

Review from the Overseas Pensioner
The following is taken with kind permission from a
review published in The Overseas Pensioner, 92, Oct
2006, pp. 85, by John Smith (Nigeria 1951-1970,
Western Pacific 1971-1978)
What makes this collection of memories so attractive
is the way in which they belie stereotyping and defy
preconceived expectations. So the Accra riots of
1948 are seen through the eyes of a Posts and
Telegraphs accountant with all of three weeks
service, and comment on the 1951 elections comes
from a woman education officer recruited to assist
with the registration of voters. Eric Cunningham, an
education officer, was seconded to the team
organising the Togo plebiscite in 1956 and provides a
graphic and valuable account of the nuts and bolts of
a significant administrative undertaking successfully
completed with limited resources, typical of the
experience of many colonies in the immediate run up
to independence. Lord Listowel comments briefly on
his role as Governor General and Jane Drew, of the
famous Drew and Maxwell partnership which set
such high standards for architecture in West Africa
and elsewhere, writes about her arrival in the then
Gold Coast during the second world war. Robert

[Copies of the Memories are still available from Eric
Cunningham, 26 Somerstown, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO19 6AG in return for a minimum donation
of £12 (including post and packing) by cheque
payable to Ghana School Aid.]

Other Reviews
Ayi Kwei Armah. The
Eloquence of the
Scribes. Popenguine:
Per Ankh, 2006.
by James Gibbs
In his latest book, The
eloquence of the scribes,
Armah is on top form as
a controversialist and
appals his readers by
totally unmerited accusations of racism against an
unnamed but identifiable individual. This hints at a
blurred vision and hasty fingers that affect the quality
of the writing elsewhere in the book, even in the
important evocation of an education in the Gold
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Coast. For the most part, Armah provides rewarding
glimpses of schooling in Sekondi, Cape Coast and
Achimota during the fifties.

been basing our education as far as possible on the
local language, and cultivating local history,
geography, art and music as far as our sometimes
scanty knowledge enables us to do so”.

In moving paragraphs, Armah describes the interview
for Achimota that he attended along with other
applicants from Cape Coast in the Roman Catholic
Jubilee School. There he encountered

In loftily remarking that “it is still a matter of some
surprise to me that none of our European teachers
tried to learn our languages”, Armah is displaying an
ignorance of Ward’s linguistic efforts that attracts the
adjective “wilful”. Never let it be said, that Armah
allowed the facts to prevent him from making a
strong statement.

“an impressive person, a grey-haired European
woman, very large from my viewpoint, stern-looking
in her spectacles”. After a few brisk questions, he
was asked to tell a story and related, he informs the
reader, that of “Zohrab and Rustum”. Armah
describes how the climax of the narrative, in which
Zohrab is not recognised and is killed by his father,
moved him so much in the telling that he began to
cry. He writes: “I was sure this was a fatal mistake in
the presence of this formidable woman in the course
of an event as serious as an interview. But far from
reprimanding me she took out her handkerchief and
helped me wipe away my tears”.

Some statements in the book allow us to glimpse a
more observant schoolboy, but even here posturing
intervenes. Armah writes about three of his teachers:
Mrs Pitt, Muriel Bentley and Adrian Sherwood. Mrs
Pitt is described, somewhat insistently, as a “fierce
bespectacled widow, (who) had a fierce reputation
for knowing how to break new arrivals…[her]
attitude was that we needed to be taught new ways of
doing absolutely everything”.

In the fullness of time, Armah made his way to the
“City on a Hill”. The mature, myopic, analyst locates
Achimota within a monolithic imperial context. He
has no time for nuances and opines that the single
overall aim of the founders of the institution: “…was
to socialize generations of African children in such a
way that they would identify with European values,
in the practical sense of seeing philosophy as
European philosophy, history as European history,
literature as European literature”.

Neither of the other teachers mentioned were “fierce”
or credited with being involved in “breaking”. We
read that Muriel Bentley and Adrian Sherwood, “not
long out of Oxford then”, moved closer to the pupils
than other members of staff and started a literature
club for “students interested in reading beyond the
syllabus”. Armah suggests that “several students
sensed their dedication to their work and quietly
reciprocated their friendliness”. He describes Miss
Bentley as “astonishingly conscientious” and recalls
the mischievous delight pupils took in embarrassing
the demure figure behind the teacher’s desk by
pretending they could not understand Shakespeare’s
bawdy. They insisted on explanations of “country
matters and the tupping of ewes”.

Engaging with the education he received more
closely, Armah brusquely dismisses WEF Ward as a
“colonialist historian” and suggests that for Ward
“the arrival of Europeans on the west coast of Africa
was presented as if it had been some kind of divine
epiphany, the beginning of the only history worth
studying”. This assessment may have emerged from
what Ward had to teach but it ignored the pioneering
work on oral traditions to which he devoted several
vacations. Ward’s modest, perhaps somewhat overoptimistic, words in Educating Young Nations
deserve to be set against those of the not-so-young
“Turk”: “Far from there being a deliberate policy of
imposing European culture there has in fact been a
contrary policy. For thirty years and more we have

Armah recognised that Sherwood was very different
from the devout Miss Bentley. He is described as “an
agnostic, and quite incapable of feeling sinful or
guilty about sex in literature”. Armah warmly records
the support Sherwood gave him in starting a house
newspaper and, as cards and letters in Sherwood’s
possession at his death showed, the friendship
survived Armah’s move, in 1958, to Groton in the
US and then to Harvard. Armah’s career
subsequently took him to, for example, posts in

21

Sadly for those of us with a particular interest in
Ghana, the book deals with Annan’s early life in just
a few pages. He was born in Kumasi of Fanti parents,
and lived in various parts of Gold Coast/Ghana as his
father was a manager with the United Africa
Company (UAC). In 1953 Kofi entered Mfantsipim
School, then under the headship of FL Bartels, who
described him as “a late developer”. He failed to get
into University College, Legon, and went instead to
the Kumasi Institute of Science and Technology. He
was then awarded a scholarship by the Ford
Foundation to study at St Paul, Minnesota, USA.

Accra, Northern Ghana, and Lesotho, and he has also
worked for extended periods in East Africa and, in
recent years, in Senegal.
Armah’s earlier novels appeared from Heinemann
but he has long been dissatisfied with that company.
In the new book, he repeats his old charge that their
African Writers Series was “the slave-trading coffle”.
The Ghanaian author presents his case at length in a
chapter entitled “Negatives – The Colonial Publisher
as Pirate” in which he reproduces some of the
correspondence that has been exchanged over the
years. He raises important questions, but leaves one
wanting to hear the other side.

The book follows Annan’s career from
Administrative and Budget Officer with WHO, to the
UN Economic Commission for Africa, and then as a
UN Peacekeeper in Egypt. In 1974 he left the UN to
return to Accra “to give something back and make a
contribution” (p.33). He spent a frustrating two year
spell as Managing Director of the Ghana Tourist
Agency. This proved an almost impossible job under
the military regime and he returned to the UN
Secretariat in New York.

An angry man who is prepared to throw out the most
lacerating of slanders, Armah sometimes misses the
point spectacularly, but he has long written
evocatively and does so again in The Eloquence of
the Scribes. It is to be hoped that Per Ankh will solve
the distribution problems that have limited the
circulation of earlier titles and that copies of this
book will be widely read and keenly discussed.
Stanley Meisler. Kofi Annan. A man of peace
in a world of war. Wiley, 2007

Annan’s peacekeeping role is described in terms of
great successes and spectacular failures for the UN.
The latter were notably Somalia, Rwanda and
Bosnia. Meisler’s detailed knowledge of this period
provides a sympathetic view of Annan, who, while
accepting a degree of responsibility, was frustrated
by the Security Council which was unwilling to take
sides until far too late.

by Jennifer MacDougall
Stanley Meisler has been a
journalist for many years
covering world affairs for the
Los Angeles Times and,
subsequently, the United
Nations for a decade, during
which time he came to know
Kofi Annan well. This is an
unauthorised biography, although Annan cooperated
with it, giving interviews and encouraging friends
and colleagues to contribute. As the author states in
the Introduction:

The “so-called oil for food scandal” involving
Annan’s son Kojo is carefully detailed, refuting the
many wild accusations and exaggerations often
expressed in the media which confused and
convoluted the issues. Meisler argues that the
problems were manipulated and magnified by
Annan’s opponents to punish the Secretary General
for his opposition to the invasion of Iraq. Enormous
pressures were placed on him and, together with
strained relations with Kojo brought on a period of
depression.

“This book is the story of Kofi Annan’s rise from
schoolboy in Ghana to world statesman and of the
joys and despair that marked his decade as leader of
the UN. In the most significant act of his tenure, he
opposed the American-led and American-inspired
invasion of Iraq in 2003. In many ways he
personified the world’s confusion and distress over
American bullying.” (p.4)

Annan’s achievements at the UN were many, but, as
Meisler explains, these may well end up as footnotes,
overwhelmed as they were by the Iraq crisis. Annan
will be judged favourably and credited with opposing
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the war, although Bush simply ignored the UN and
went ahead with the invasion. The crisis underlined
the importance of harmonious relations between the
UN and the USA. This is both a well-researched and
very readable account of a key world figure at the
start of the 21st century.

Michael had been a very good friend for very many
years. I first met him in 1954 in Kumasi, very shortly
after his appointment as an Education Officer. He
was one of the first Legon [University of Gold
Coast/Ghana] graduates I knew, and he impressed me
immediately by his character and sociability. A few
years later we met again, in Tamale, where he was on
the staff of the Government Secondary School when I
was appointed Headmaster. He was an excellent
Senior Housemaster, and one of the staff who taught
English. I always knew he would go far in his career,
and he proved me right.

OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES
Nana Atta Nuamah III Michael Asiedu,
1927-2006
by Eric Cunningham

[Michael became Principal Education Officer at the
Ministry of Education in Accra in 1961, responsible
for teacher training. Between 1962 and 1965 he was
influential in the establishment of 35 Teacher
Training Colleges nation wide. He spent 20 years
with the Ministry of Education/Ghana Education
Service during which time he held the posts of Chief
Inspector of Schools, Deputy Director General of
Education, and Acting Director General. Between
1981 and 1987 Michael moved to the Ministry of
Transport and Communication as Principal
Secretary, and then to the Ministry of Youth and
Sports as Acting Chief Director. After his retirement
he continued to serve on the National Olympic
Committee for several years. Ed.]

[At Michael Asiedu’s funeral a booklet of tributes
from his extended family and his many friends – he
was widely known and respected in Ghana – was
circulated. The tributes included one from Eric
Cunningham, written in a letter to Michael’s widow
Victoria, which is reprinted below as a tribute from
Ghana School Aid.]

When in his retirement, he accepted the responsibility
of becoming Ghana School Aid’s representative in
Accra I knew he would undertake the task with
enthusiasm and dedication. He did just that. He
always gave thoughtful and helpful advice, and his
help in distributing material to schools selected for
the Millennium Project Schools On The Line was
invaluable.
It was so great to meet him again in 2003, when he
came to England as a guest of Ghana School Aid.
Our mutual regard and respect meant that when we
met again we were like old friends. I remember
Michael’s surprise and delight that I greeted him in
Twi when he came with Eric Earle to have lunch with
me. It was a very successful and enjoyable reunion
and too a purposeful one: at the table where I write
this letter all three of us planned Ghana School Aid’s
next two projects. Once again Michael gave

A photo of Nana Atta Nuamah III, Michael Asiedu
drawn from the funeral service booklet
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invaluable help in seeing them through to successful
conclusions.

formidable Provincial Education Officer, John
Wilson), Cape Coast and Accra. Very early in his
Gold Coast service, events started moving in a
direction which led to the independence of the colony
as Ghana at least 20 years earlier than anyone had
forecast.

I know too that Michael was a very great family man.
He spoke of all with affection and pride. And I know
too he took his chieftaincy very seriously indeed,
offering good counsel and wise advice to his people.
I hope [the] family will be able to take some comfort
in knowing something of the regard and respect
Michael’s British friends have for him. He will be
sadly missed in Britain as well as in Ghana.

The Accra Riots of 1948 and the connected unrest in
other centres, including strikes in the Cape Coast
secondary schools (including the Methodist
Mfantsipim where Kofi Annan was a pupil) led to a
State of Emergency and Robbie was drafted for
security duties. It was in this context that later in
1948, the District Commissioner in Cape Coast
decided that the church bells should be rung to
celebrate the birth of Prince Charles. Rodney
Bennett recalls that he managed to persuade the DC
to ask Robbie, who was the District Education
Officer, to approach the Methodist Minister, and the
Anglican and Roman Catholic priests; the result was
a triumph for Robbie's diplomatic skills as the bells
were duly rung to celebrate the birth of the heir to the
British throne!

Edward “Robbie” Roberts 1917 – 2007
by Eric Earle
[Eric Earle knew Robbie for 55 years as colleague
and friend, working with him first in the Gold
Coast/Ghana and later at London University. He
was asked to give the address at Robbie’s funeral in
October 2007, of which the following is an edited
extract. Ed.]
I first met Robbie in August 1952 when he
entertained me and another new education officer to
lunch in Cape Coast after we had landed at Takoradi.
I was soon posted back to Cape Coast where Robbie
used his Methodist influence to borrow a Wesley
Girls High School bungalow for Auriol and me. I
could not have had a better teacher / adviser to induct
me into the procedures and practices of administering
schools in District and Region. This proved to be the
start of a lifelong friendship involving our two
families: Robbie was godfather to our elder daughter
Wendy. Some 20 years later I worked closely again
with him when he joined the Council of the Institute
of Education where (with the help I'm sure of
Robbie's reference!) I had become the Secretary.

The rapid advance towards self-government led by
Kwame Nkrumah necessitated a period of hasty
development for schools and colleges. The
Accelerated Development Programme of 1951
created a huge demand for trained Ghanaian teachers.
Robbie played a crucial role in this as Principal of a
new Emergency Training College which he planned
and opened in 1953: the College also supervised a
number of emergency training centres in the districts
and these provided basic training for over 3000 pupil
teachers: a programme which was only made
possible by Robbie's meticulous planning.
These were difficult years for Robbie and [his wife]
Inge because Inge was taken ill and had to return to
Europe for treatment and they had to spend much
time apart. So the provision of a Compensation
Scheme to allow pensionable officers to retire early
was in some ways providential; Robbie took this up
at the earliest possible date and left the GC in June
1955 - I remember seeing him off at Takoradi
harbour! His abilities were much missed, and he was
also missed by the many African friends he had
made, some of whom such as Francis Bartels,

[After distinguished war service] Robbie was advised
by his old professor E.F Jacob to apply for a post in
the Colonial Education Service and he was appointed
as an education officer in the Gold Coast, a colony
then at the forefront of education in the African
colonies and, as it happened, with a strong Methodist
church. He spent a term at the Institute of Education
following a special course involving inter alia
language study at SOAS and anthropology lectures at
the LSE. He and Inge arrived in the Gold Coast in
early 1947 where he served in Sekondi (under the
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Headmaster of Mfantsipim, he kept in contact with
all his life.

experience proved very useful in dealing with many
of the problems he encountered in District, Regional
and Head Office administration.

After a period teaching in comprehensive schools he
was appointed to the post of Secretary of the
Methodist Education committee which he held until
he retired. Here Robbie's gifts for administration and
for working with people had full scope. The award of
the OBE when he retired recognised his great
contribution to Methodist education and more
widely.

[Following war service] he joined the Colonial Audit
Service in Nigeria, before deciding this was not the
career for him (I suspect that Noel preferred to do
things rather than check up on what others had
done!). He returned to his native Norfolk where he
taught in local schools before completing a year's
teacher training at the Institute of Education, London
University. He applied for a teaching post in a
school in East Africa but the Colonial Office, on
noting his previous experience offered him a post in
the Colonial Education Service in the Gold Coast.
The next 10 years working in Education in the Gold
Coast / Ghana were the high point of Noel's career
and life.

Robbie's role as a Governor of Southlands College
led to his involvement in the formation of the
Roehampton Institute of HE, a unique partnership of
4 colleges of Education from different
denominations. Here he worked closely with the late
Professor Kevin Keohane, the Roman Catholic
professor of Science Education who became the first
Rector of the new Institute. More recently when the
Institute became Roehampton University Robbie was
made an Honorary Fellow, an honour which gave
him great pleasure and provided continued
involvement with Roehampton.

Noel's first posting in the Gold Coast was as a
teacher at the Government Secondary Technical
School, Takoradi where his colleagues included Vee
Bialy and Lyn Skinner, among others, who became
life-long friends. He then became District Education
Officer, Sekondi where I succeeded him in
March1954. Typically, as I saw him off on leave at
Takoradi Harbour, he said "You shouldn't have any
problems in the District, I've got it all sorted out", or
words to that effect - Noel the calm, supremely selfconfident administrator! He went on to Koforidua
District and then to increasingly responsible posts as
(Acting) Assistant Director in Eastern and Western
Regions.

Robbie served on other public bodies including the
Council of the Institute of Education, University of
London. [Robbie and Inge] came to the first of our
Ghana Reunions over 21 years ago and supported
Ghana School Aid which stemmed from that. Ghana
remained an abiding interest.
These are just one friend's impressions and
recollections of a unique personality who was always
great fun to be with. We all, especially his family,
have our own memories of him. His marriage, his
pride in Toby's career (a son to be truly proud of), his
grandchildren - these were the important things at
the end of a very long and busy life. We celebrate
today a unique life which affected many more people
than are here today and give thanks for what he has
meant to all of us.

As Independence approached, he took over from
Tony Page as Assistant Director, General Admin in
the Education Department Head Office in Accra,
soon to be the new Ministry of Education. I was then
District Education Officer Accra and had a good deal
to do with him; always an unfailing support and wise
adviser. I recall a "crisis" shortly before
Independence Day March 1957: I was responsible
for organising (with Army and other advice) part of a
celebration which involved 1000 school-children
dressed in the colours of the new Ghana flag,
depicting the flag in the new stadium; as the Day
approached and dress-rehearsals were imminent, the
costumes ordered from the UK had not arrived; they

Noel Insley 1922 – 2005
by Eric Earle
Noel came to the Gold Coast in August 1950 as a
new Education Officer, having previously done two
tours in Nigeria in the Colonial Audit Service - an
unusual if not unique combination! His audit
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were tracked down to Freetown where they had been
wrongly off-loaded. At this stage, Noel took charge,
arranged an RAF plane to fly him up to Freetown,
came back with the costumes and all was well! Noel
worked in other parts of Ghana including Tamale and
travelled widely, as far as Timbuktu.

After leaving Mfantsipim Vic took up a teaching post
at King’s College, Budo, Uganda. When the family
finally returned to England they settled in Sheffield
where Sheila still lives. Following a period of readjustment Vic went to work in Sheffield University
Library where he continued until his retirement.
During his time there he produced several
bibliographies valuable to researchers.

On returning to the UK Noel continued his education
career in Norfolk, teaching in secondary schools and
finally in Norfolk College of Arts and Technology,
where he became Vice-Principal before taking early
retirement; living in Hunstanton with Hazel and their
three sons and daughter (19 Old Town Way, one of
the earliest addresses in my address book!). In the
1960s he became involved in politics and stood as a
Labour candidate in one by-election and two general
elections in West Suffolk and SW Norfolk - I think
he would have been a very good MP and a more
competent Minister than many who obtained high
office! He is survived by his wife Hazel and four
children.

Despite the health problems which dogged the latter
part of his life, he was always a much-loved father to
his family. Sheila was forever at his side caring for
him devotedly.
Those of us who knew Vic value the memory of a
gentle and generous man of whom it can be truly said
that he had:
“delight in simple things
And mirth that had no bitter springs”
(Kipling).

Ian Roddick 1925 – 2007

Victor Gilbert 1926 - 2006

by Leslie Beckett

by Barbara Roddick

Ian Roddick, together with Barbara, was a founder
member of Ghana School Aid. In recent years they
have been unable to attend meetings, but have
remained closely in touch through their daughter
Jennifer MacDougall, now a member of the
committee.

Quiet and unassuming, yet possessed of high
principles which he never betrayed, and great
courage and fortitude, Vic Gilbert was a valuable
member of the Mfantsipim community of the 1950s.
Besides being senior history master and latterly a
housemaster, he contributed to many school
activities. He played significant parts in school
productions of Antigone and The Winters Tale, and
presided over the school’s Historical Society. With
Gordon Green, who was his fellow bachelor on the
staff in the early days, he founded the Ghana Work
Camps Association.

Ian was born in Glasgow in 1925, and educated at
Nottingham High Pavement School from where he
won a scholarship to Jesus College Cambridge in
1943. His studies were interrupted by four years of
service in the Royal Artillery in India and in the
Army of Occupation in Japan. Seeing the ruins of
Hiroshima as a young soldier was an experience Ian
never forgot.

Vic was joined by his wife Sheila after his first tour
of duty and, as a couple, they made a valuable
contribution to the life of the school. Sheila, a State
Registered Children’s Nurse, took over the
dispensary which she managed with an admirable
combination of high efficiency and tact. Vic and
Sheila’s shared humour and sensitiveness added
greatly to the harmony and happiness of the whole
community.

After the war Ian went up to Cambridge where he
gained an M.A. in Modern Languages – and met
Barbara. In 1953, after four years teaching in the
Forest of Dean, Ian, Barbara and small daughter
Jennifer went out to Mfantsipim School, Cape Coast,
where their son, Andrew, was born.
Ian became Head of the Modern Languages
Department at Mfantsipim and housemaster of
Freeman House – but in addition he and Barbara
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became very much involved in drama, which had
always been of great interest to him. He produced
and acted in an impressive series of plays both with
the students and in the annual production of staff
plays. Members of GSA may have memories of
seeing these productions at the school or when they
took to the road to British Council venues in Accra
and Takoradi. One of Ian’s cast of “The Government
Inspector”, and member of Freeman House, was a
young Kofi Annan who in recent times has kept in
touch with Ian and Barbara, and telephoned a few
months ago to enquire after the health of his “old
friend”.

One of his modern language students known to GSA
members, James Aggrey-Orleans, came to London as
Ghana High Commissioner, and more recently has
been using his linguistic skills as U.N. Mediator in
the conflict in Cote d’Ivoire.
Ian loved to explore Ghana, and school holiday trips
around the country were always a joy to him. A
seemingly earnest and serious countenance could
quickly change into whole-hearted laughter, and he
happily handed down his twinkling eyes to his
children and grandchildren.
When the family returned to the U.K. Ian took up a
post as Head of Modern Languages at Woodhouse
Grove School near Bradford, until he retired in 1985.
Ian and Barbara moved to Alford in 1987 where they
became members of the local Society of Friends, and
also participated in the work of the Alford Civic
Trust.

In addition to his work within the school Ian helped
to found the Ghana Association of French Teachers,
serving as its first secretary, a pioneering work of
some significance.
As one of the first generation of expatriate teachers
joining the staff of Mfantsipim – and staying there
for ten years – he made an important contribution to
the quality of the community life and academic
opportunities of students.

Ian’s last years were spent in the very caring
atmosphere of a residential home near enough to
enable Barbara to make daily visits, and where he
had all around him reminders of those very happy
days in Africa.

STOP PRESS – STOP PRESS – STOP PRESS – STOP PRESS – STOP PRESS
For the diary! GSA 2008 AGM and Lunch
The Ghana School Aid Annual General Meeting and lunch will be held on June 3rd 2008 at the John Adams Hall,
15-23 Endsleigh Street, London WC1H 0DP. Further details will be sent out later.

New honours! Letitia Boateng made Queen
We are very pleased to report that Letitia Boateng, Vice Chair or Ghana School Aid, has been recently enstooled
as as Aduana Hemaa, that is Queen of the wider Aduana family at Abonse with the stool name of Nana Akua
Kwakye I. We offer our heartfelt congratulations.
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